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The Tompkins County
Council of Governments
(TCCOG) addressed the
shared
services
study
required under the state
budget tax freeze during its
April 24 meeting, which
also included a report from
the cable committee and an
update from the Local
Government Advisory Committee (LGAC) for the
EPA.
TCCOG member and
Tompkins County Legislature Chairman Michael
Lane explained that, in the
first year of the state-mandated tax freeze, local governments will be rewarded
if they stay within the
state’s property tax cap,
with residents of those
areas eligible for a small
rebate from the state. For
the second year of the tax
freeze, the rebate requirements are more stringent.
“The second year is the
problem. Not only do we
have to keep the tax cap, but
we have to prove that we are
saving money—I think it’s 1
percent of the [tax] levy—
through efforts at consolidation,” Lane said. “I think
we need to get proactive
about this. I would like to
see TCCOG help with inventorying what consolidation
efforts we have in place.”
TCCOG member and
Town of Ithaca Supervisor

Herb Engman suggested a
different approach. “At
some point you need to have
a
sagebrush
rebellion
against stupid state mandates, and this is one of
them,” he said. He noted
that if the Ithaca City
School District significantly exceeds its tax cap—as it
will do if the proposed $113
million budget is approved
this month—it will be difficult for neighboring and
overlapping tax districts to
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show a 1 percent reduction.
“I’d rather just say let’s
forget the whole thing and
tell [the state] Tompkins
County is not going to play
their game,” Engman said.
Town of Caroline Supervisor Don Barber said that
the state fails to listen to
municipalities. “We might
as well be talking to ourselves in the corner. I’m
very pessimistic about what
is going to come out of this.
In case you haven’t heard

Duck Flotilla

Some 2,500 yellow rubber duckies began their perilous journey down
Cascadilla Creek in Ithaca at 2 p.m. on April 27. Launched by staff
from Cooperative Extension, the ducks were part of the 14th annual 4H Duck Race and Color Splash Run, a fundraiser for 4-H. The first 43
ducks that made it to the finish line near Cooperative Extension at
Willow Avenue and Route 13 netted generous prizes (donated by area
businesses) for their race sponsors.

the governor, we are the
problem,” he said. “This
problem is much bigger
than we’re talking about—
this is hoarding of the
wealth by a few.”
He added, “We have to
create a community in
Tompkins County that
keeps our wealth here. This
is very serious. Local governments are under attack.” Barber called the tax
freeze and property-owner
rebate plan a “scam.”
“Until that governor leaves,
which hopefully you can
help me do this next election, we are all in trouble.”
TCCOG members decided
to discuss and inventory
shared services at a future
meeting. When the TCCOG
municipalities have begun
their inventories, school
districts will be brought
into the discussion as well.
Ithaca City Attorney Ari
Lavine, who is attempting
to renegotiate the local consortium’s cable TV franchise agreement with Time
Warner, told TCCOG members that, in New York
State, individual municipalities or consortiums negotiate franchise agreements
that outline the fees the
municipality will receive
from the cable provider for
use of utility poles.
Many of Time Warner’s
local franchise agreements
recently expired, but
Please turn to page 16

TCAD Releases Power Plant Study
By Nick Babel
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A study commissioned by Tompkins
County Area Development (TCAD) to
calculate the economic impact on New
York State if the Cayuga Operating
Company LLC (COC) power plant in
Lansing is repowered from coal to natural gas shows that such a move
would result in more jobs and additional tax revenue.
Among the key findings in the
study, conducted by Camoin Associates, are that the construction phase
of the repowering project would
result in 46 new direct “construction
job-years” generating $5.3 million in
new direct earnings on-site and an
additional $3.5 million in indirect
earnings for New York State.
Construction would result in $16.4
million in new sales in New York
State, including equipment and materials purchases. After construction,
116 new jobs would be created, including 30 direct jobs at the site, the report
states.
Economic impact is one of the
many factors the state’s Public
Service Commission (PSC) will consider as they decide the future of the
plant. The major assumption of the
study is that if COC is not repowered,
it would be decommissioned and the
closure would result in the loss of all
power plant jobs.

“There are several factors involved
in this decision. Power generators
compete in an open market to supply
energy. Coal-burning power plants are
not competitive because of the high
cost of coal and the high cost of complying with environmental regulations,” TCAD president Michael
Stamm says. “Most feel that if coal
burning plants in New York State do
not covert to other inputs, they cannot
be financially viable, as expenses will
exceed income on an ongoing basis.”
Stamm noted that at the PSC hearing in Lansing a month ago, some people expressed concern about repowering and fracking. “NYSEG and COC
will present their respective transmission line and re-powering proposals to
the PSC in December. The repowering
decision is made by New York State.
“That decision will likely be made by
year-end or shortly thereafter. It is a
very complex process with many factors in play,” says Stamm.
In June 2012, COC, owner and operator of the Cayuga plant, determined
that it was no longer financially feasible to operate and maintain the coalfired power plant and filed a notice
with the PSC of its intent to close the
plant. However, a study conducted by
NYSEG indicated that the power plant
was necessary for the utility to provide reliability to its users.
Following the determination by

NYSEG that the Cayuga plant was
needed, the PSC ordered that they
work together to sign a one-year contract for the plant to provide reliability for NYSEG. In order for there to be
continued of energy service for
NSYEG customers one of two things
must happen:
A repowering of the Cayuga plant
with a transition from coal to natural
gas, with some solar power capacity
The repowering project would include
an 18-month construction period,
installation of a natural gas pipeline,
plant upgrades, replacing burners on
the boilers and installing new control
systems.
Under the second option, NYSEG
would upgrade its transmission lines
throughout the region and obtain
energy from outside the state This
project will require construction and
material purchases at the site and
new transmission lines.
If the repowering option is
approved by the PSC, NYSEG and
COC would likely enter into a 10-year
agreement under which NYSEG will
pay for the repowering project and
pay an annual fee to COC.
The TCAD report describes both
proposals and focuses on economic
impacts. The complete study can be
found on TCAD's website http://www.
tcad.org/?page_id=309.

City, Town Partner on Sustainability Plans
Nick Goldsmith has been the sustainability
planner for the Town of Ithaca since 2012, also
working with the Town of Dryden during that
time. Now Goldsmith has shifted his focus from
Dryden to the City of Ithaca, where he will help
implement the city’s and the town’s respective
energy action plans.
The Ithaca partnership was formed with a
two-year grant from the Park Foundation, which
will fund half of the staff and program costs.
After the end of the grant period, the city and
the town will maintain at least the current level
of staff for sustainability work. “We are trying
to institutionalize sustainability,” says Town of
Ithaca Supervisor Herb Engman. “This intermunicipal collaboration will allow both the
town and the city to make progress towards that
goal.”
Goldsmith grew up in Ithaca and enjoys
applying his knowledge of sustainability and
energy to his hometown. He has a master’s
degree in energy management and a Certificate
in Environmental Management from the New
York Institute of Technology. He previously
worked at Taitem Engineering conducting energy audits and energy analysis.
As sustainability coordinator, Goldsmith will
focus on three major areas: transportation,
buildings and energy sources. “My strategy in
the beginning will be to find the overlap in the
city’s and the town’s action plans, and out of
that subset tackle the actions which are achievable in the short-term, have the biggest impact
and have a feasible implementation cost,” he
says.
To reduce Ithaca’s carbon emissions related
to transportation, the goal is to get people out of
single-occupancy vehicles and into carpools,
buses, biking or walking, says Goldman.
Way2Go, Ithaca Carshare, Zimride and TCAT
are viable alternatives that could be expanded.
Completion of the Black Diamond and other
trails will make walking and biking easier for
everyone.
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Nick Goldman is sustainability coordinator for both the
City and Town of Ithaca.
Deciding when to invest in emerging technology is difficult, but by combining their
resources, investing in a fleet of electric vehicles and charging stations becomes feasible for
the city and town. A change in the law now
allows municipalities to piggyback on each
other’s bids, making it possible to buy in bulk at
a discount.
As for energy use in buildings, Goldsmith suggests that energy audits, followed by implementation of audit suggestions, will play a big part
in reducing energy use. “Also, looking at the possibility of more advanced building codes could
be another strategy,” he says.
“Where is our energy coming from?” asks
Goldsmith. “Is it from fossil fuels? Is it from
renewables? The city already sources 100 percent of its energy from renewable sources via
renewable-energy credits, and the town is looking into the best way to also do this. This is a
good, short-term solution until we can get more
renewables actually installed.”
As for installing renewables, Goldsmith notes

that the Solar Tompkins project (www.solartompkins.org) helps businesses and individuals
take advantage of bulk purchasing of solar panels, coordinated contracts with installers and a
streamlined application and funding process to
purchase and install panels.
Both the town and city may add even more
momentum to this successful program.
Goldsmith is going to set up tours of homes with
solar panels. “We’re trying to support the Solar
Tompkins program as much as we can to boost
the solar market,” he says.
The Town of Ithaca will release its
Comprehensive Plan soon, says Goldsmith, and
sustainability is a key component. There is
some great stuff around land-use planning,
which will help on the transportation side, making things denser so there are more people to
bike or walk. The city is also making sustainability a key theme in their plan,” he says.
“We really have top-down support from the
town and the city. I’ll be working out of the
mayor’s office and the supervisor’s office, which
is important for two reasons. One is that it
shows people that it is important to the municipalities. The other is that it reflects the crossdepartmental nature of it. We’re trying to institutionalize sustainability, to make it a part of
the organization,” Goldsmith says.
According to Engman, “Both the city and the
town have their energy-management plans for
internal operations, the city has already completed their community-wide energy action
plan and the town is very close to being finished. So we knew that within a few months of
the beginning of this year we would have to
start the implementation stage of those plans.
So, in reality, we’ve changed Nick’s position
from a sustainability planner to a sustainability manager.”
To stay up to date on this project, sign up for
the monthly electronic Ithaca Sustainability
Newsletter at http://tinyurl.com/k486cx6. For
more information, contact Nick Goldsmith at
ngoldsmith@town .ithaca.ny.us, or call 273-1721,
ext.136, or 917-270-1683.

Welcoming
New Patients
“Mother’s Day is this coming Sunday,
May 11th. While you might be planning
to take mom out for brunch or dinner,
you’ll really make mom’s day when you
cook her some tasty meals at home on
some other days of the week. For
inspiration, stop by our store for some
great tasting, quality meats and fresh,
crisp veggies. Our in-store bakery has
fresh baked goods to complete your
meal. So come stop in today and shop
our in-store flyer for friendly neighborly service and prices so low you’re
always shur to save!” ~ JT Swartz
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