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318 Hopewell Amwell Rd.
Hopewell, NJ 08525

opreston94@gmail.com
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Bachelor of Arts in English, graduated cum laude May 2016
John H. Curtis Prize for excellence in English
Elmore A. Willets Prize for fiction writing
John H. Curtis Prize for nonfiction writing
C. Wyllis Betts Prize in English
Lohmann Prize for excellence in printing and design
Project Coordinator, Yale University Press
Managed production and provided editorial oversight for the Art & Architecture 		
ePortal, a new Mellon Foundaton–funded project in the digital humanities. Oversaw
the digital conversion and proofreading of over 100 monographs and catalogues in art
history. Oversaw the production of detailed metadata for thousands of images.
Managed a team of freelancers, scheduling tasks and processing invoices. Assisted in
writing grant proposals.
Design and production intern, Melville House Books
Assisted the art director and managing editor in daily tasks. Formatted manuscripts
for typesetting. Typeset additional front and back matter. Proofed interiors and jacket
mechanicals. Designed sell sheets and galley mechanicals. Conducted image research,
attaining image rights and preparing images for use in jacket and interior design.
Wrote “best practices” documents for future reference. Assisted in various administrative
tasks around the office.
Editorial intern, Cabinet Magazine
Contributed “Ingestion” column to the “Calendars” issue. Researched and proposed
topics for potential articles. Copyedited and proofread the magazine. Conducted
image research and attained rights. Assisted in laying out the magazine. Carried out
miscellaneous administrative tasks, answering phones, sending mail, and processing
subscriptions.
Managing editor, The Yale Literary Magazine
Oversaw production and design, organizing semi-weekly board meetings, attending
and directing weekly workshops of student work, and leading selections, in which
hundreds of submissions were discussed and deliberated upon. Edited a selection of
pieces for each issue. Copyedited the issue. Mediated between the editor, publisher,
and designer during production.
Editorial intern, The Paris Review

		
		
		
		

Fact-checked essays, interviews, fiction, and poetry for publication in the magazine.
Proofread the magazine. Wrote short semi-weekly blog posts. Read through and
deliberated upon unsolicited submissions. Transcribed interviews. Worked reception,
sent mail, and helped coordinate events.

Skills
		
		

Proficient in InDesign, Photoshop, Illustrator, and Microsoft Office. Experience
with content management systems, basic HTML and XML. Some experience with
FileMaker.
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February 24, 2021!
!
In Support of Buffalo Street Book’s Urban Renewal Grant!
!

I'm writing to offer Community Arts Partnership's enthusiastic support to Buffalo Street Books
(BSB) in their application for the 2021 HUD Entitlement Grant offered through the Ithaca Urban
Renewal Agency.!

!

We (Robin Schwartz, Program Director, and Megan Barber, Executive Director) are extremely
excited to hear of their plans to expand literary arts programming in Ithaca!!

!

For over 12 years, we have partnered with BSB for our one literary event - our annual (now
virtual) Spring Writes Literary Festival in May - a program developed in 2008 in partnership
with (and with the support of) New York State Council on the Arts. The Festival is designed to
bring local writers to audiences and offers readings, panels, workshops and other fun literary
themed events. BSB is a crucial partner for this event, providing space for readings,
programming, publicity support, advice and guidance. Our Spring Writes Festival receives
over 130 proposals every year and we can only accept 30! (Visit SpringWrites.org to see the
amazing diversity in what we were able to offer in 2020.)!

!

The Festival is our only literary event, although we do work with the County to support an
annual Poet Laureate. As the County’s arts council we also offer grants, a visual art gallery,
and visual arts events. As the Program Director I am always aware and slightly stressed
thinking about all the needs in this community and what we can't take on given our two person
staff. We can only hope that other organizations in town are able to take on the community's
unmet artistic needs. And that's just what is happening with BSB. So we would be THRILLED if
BSB received the support they need to meet those unmet needs for year round literary
programming! !

!

We would offer concrete assistance by helping publicize their events through our e-blasts to
12,000, and our social media platforms to help BSB connect with audiences, interested local
writers and other local arts organizations who might benefit from the wide platform they plan to
offer.!

!

Tompkins County is an amazing place in terms of the wealth of artists of all disciplines within
our borders. There are quite a few theatre companies, orchestras, community bands, a ballet
company, and galleries. But other than our libraries, we do not have a consolidated place that
organizes year round literary events. Our community needs this. I am thrilled that they plan to
meet the need for programming for teens, marginalized communities, those who wish to learn
to write, and the authors who wish to share their work.!

!

I have worked with Lisa Swayze, the General Manager of Buffalo Street Books, since she
started her job in 2017, and I can testify to her energy, imagination, and initiative in bringing

new people into the bookstore. Being a manager of an independent bookstore that has thrived
in recent years is a testimony to her abilities in making sure BSB is active, and current.!

!

A vibrant independent bookstore is vital to a community which values the arts, and I applaud
Buffalo Street Books in imagining their mission as so much more than simply offering books for
sale. I hope this grant is the way that they can secure literary arts programming for Ithaca and
the Finger Lakes into the future.!

!

Thank you! !
Robin Schwartz, Program Director!
programs@artspartner.org!

!

!
!
!
!

Megan Barber, Executive Director!
director@artspartner.org !

!

!
!
!
!
!

Community Arts Partnership!
www.ArtsPartner.org!
www.SpringWrites.org!
110 N. Tioga Street #301!
Ithaca, NY 14850!

!
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I'm writing to offer enthusiastic support from faculty of the English Department at Ithaca
College to Buffalo Street Books in their application for the 2021 HUD Entitlement Grant
offered through the Ithaca Urban Renewal Agency.
The store’s planned expansion of the literary arts programming in Ithaca will have a direct
and profound meaning for our department. Since 2012, the English Department has directly
partnered with BSB in hosting events for the New Voices Literary Festival
(ithacanewvoicesfestival.com), the largest festival of new writing in the finger lakes region,
as well as the Senior Celebration for graduating majors each spring. An expansion of the
store’s programming would mean opportunities to hold faculty and student readings at the
store, to host our invited writers and lecturers, and to combine those activities with selling
the books of young and upcoming writers. Since the arrival of General Manager Lisa Swayze,
opportunities for partnerships with the English Department have expanded exponentially.
And her programming of high-profile events during the pandemic has become regular
viewing for our faculty and students.
We look forward to co-sponsoring events and otherwise partnering with BSB in expanding
their creative and literary offerings to pair with our own. Annual awards ceremonies, writing
contests, and play-readings would find a perfect home in BSB’s expanded role as an arts
center. The English Department and the New Voices Festival can support the new initiatives
by marketing events to students and faculty and partnering with more frequent literary
readings and creative writing workshops that feature students and faculty at the college.
BSB’s unique position as a community-owned bookstore, and its future as a community hub
for literary events means that the college’s mission statement matches up with that of the
bookstore’s.
I was a member of the Executive Board of BSB when we selected Lisa Swayze to become the
General Manager. At that time, the store was in great financial peril and its inventory and
interior felt static and slightly tired. Almost immediately, Lisa transformed the store in
appearance and atmosphere. She uncovered long-painted-over windows, brought plants
into the store, reorganized every section, brought in new locally made sidelines, and set to
modernizing the system for overseeing inventory (saving uncountable workhours in the
process). The brightness of the store was matched by the expertly curated inventory of
books. Under Lisa’s stewardship, the bookstore has begun to feel like a center for
community gathering around the literary arts. There are specialty events for children, like
the Drag Queen Story Hour, writing workshops with famous Ithaca-based novelists and
poets, book launches for professors at Ithaca College and Cornell, etc. But there is
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enormous room for growth in this area. A grant of this size would allow BSB to massively
expand its new role as true community arts center, capable to hosting and promoting
events from a much wider array of Ithaca’s cultural groups.
With these remarkable changes initiated by Lisa, came the opening of the store to
community partnerships in new and vibrant ways. At the core of that community
centeredness has been Lisa’s unwavering dedication to making the store a place for
everyone in Ithaca, with the understanding that BIPOC Ithacans had not been adequately
welcomed to the store in the past. Out of this conviction has come BSB’s foregrounding of
black and brown authors, a center for the Well-Read Black Girl’s Book Club (a national
organization to which BSB is now a charter member), a newly, and meaningfully diverse
staff, and regular outreach to communities of color via Ithaca institutions like the South Side
Community Center. This is not an afterthought for Lisa, but a fundamental shift in the
conception of who should be served by community bookstores. It is impossible to enter BSB
without seeing the prominence given to writers of color, in both the placement and
advertisement of titles in the store, but, as well, in the announcement of events and
partnerships.
Bookstores are unique in the role they can have as gathering places for a community. BSB
has embraced the special character of the community-owned bookstore and has dedicated
itself to expanding the potential of the store’s role in bringing together Ithacans around the
city’s arts-centered cultural life. The potential for the growth of that impact on not only the
city and town of Ithaca, but on the greater Fingers Lakes region is enormous. The English
Department looks forward to joining the bookstore in its efforts to become a cultural hub
for all members of our community, including the vibrant college populations.
I hope Buffalo Street Books will be considered a strong candidate for the HUD Entitlement
Grant.
Sincerely,
Chris Holmes, Associate Professor and Chair of English, Ithaca College
Co-signatories:
Claire Gleitman, Professor of English
Hugh Egan, Professor of English
Jennifer Spitzer, Associate Professor of English
Derek Adams, Associate Professor of English
Kasia Bartoszynska, Assistant Professor of English and Women’s and Gender Studies
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February 25, 2021
I'm writing to offer my enthusiastic support to Buffalo Street Books in their application for the
2021 HUD Entitlement Grant offered through the Ithaca Urban Renewal Agency. As the
Coordinator of Recruitment and Retention for Ithaca City School District, a board member of the
Diversity Consortium and a member of Equity & Inclusion, Leadership Council (EILC) , being
intentional in providing spaces and opportunities for marginalized and underrepresented
members of the community is at the forefront of our mission to fortify an antiracist community.
For so long literary spaces and programming have created an intimidating, exclusionary and
socioeconomic divide for people of color. As a school district we are aggressively working
towards dismantling white supremacist curriculums where people of color are not positively
being discussed in literary works and the lack of this representation has disengaged our youth.
Buffalo Street Books, through the wonderful management of Lisa, is taking great strides to also
dismantle these forms of oppression and you can feel that the moment you walk through BSB
doors.
This grant will allow BSB to go the extra step further and continue its mission to “fighting racism,
sexism, ableism, homophobia, transphobia, and the oppression of all marginalized people.”
This grant will build a bridge that will reach so many in the community and will only serve to
empower and enrich what Ithaca has to offer. I really hope that BSB is awarded this grant because it
will create revolutionary change.
Thank you,
Gladira Velázquez Simms
Coordinator of Recruitment and Retention
Ithaca City School District

Changing Systems. Changing Culture. Changing Lives.
Helping to grow communities in which all babies and children are surrounded by loving
words, beautiful books, and the joy of reading as cornerstones of family and community life.

February 24, 2021
Dear Ithaca Urban Renewal Agency:
It is incredibly exciting and powerful to see that Buffalo Street Books is reaching out for a grant to hire a fulltime Events and Community Outreach Coordinator who will expand the bookstore's "Ithaca Is Books" literary
arts program to underserved communities, while helping to stabilize the cooperative, independent bookstore. I
wholeheartedly believe in the power of this vision and am certain of its impact being even beyond what we can
now imagine.
How fortunate we are to still even have an Independent Bookstore! How fortunate we are to have one that
operates and engages like Buffalo Street Books. And how fortunate we are to have General Manager, Lisa
Swayze, dedicated to finding ways to sustain the business so that our community can have access to the best
books, and to do even more to serve our community and the book stores mission at the same time.
Nothing is more important to the economic and social quality of life of a community than the education and
engagement of its citizenry. To have a community business with a double bottom line of financial sustainability
and contribution to community, whose mission is cultivating readers, is amazing! Buffalo Street Books values
and visions and proven track record with doing good as good business makes them an excellent investment of
Ithaca Urban Renewal Agency funding.
Beyond this letter of support, Buffalo Street Books has my full support for the success of this position and for
the success of their plans for community outreach and engagement. With this kind of community funds and
support Buffalo Street Books will go from survive to thrive, and it will be all of us who will benefit, now and
for generations to come as they cultivate readers and the future of our democracy!
With shared commitment,

Brigid C. Hubberman
President and CEO
Children’s Reading Connection

314 E. State Street, Suite 200, Ithaca, NY 14850 • 607.227.3360 • www.ChildrensReadingConnection.org

Buffalo Street Books
A/P Aging Summary
As of June 30, 2021

CURRENT

1 - 30

31 - 60

61 - 90

91 AND OVER

TOTAL

ABC-CLIO, LLC

-144.00

$ -144.00

Artists to Watch

-12.58

$ -12.58

-100.00

$ -100.00

Blackstone Publishing
Chicago Distribution Center

286.52

$286.52

F&W Media Inc.

-79.87

$ -79.87

Faire

2,156.88

$2,915.81

Familius

758.93

-74.88

$ -74.88

Firefly Books Ltd

-17.44

$ -17.44

44.37

$44.37

768.13

$3,510.57

Gibbs Smith, Publisher
Hachette Book Group

499.39

183.71

2,059.34

Hackett Publishing
HarperCollins Publishers
HMH (Houghton Mifflin Harcourt)

73.36

$2,712.33

1,024.08

9.71

125.92

300.69

$509.68

220.17

19,764.31

$19,984.48

-36.00

$ -36.00

1,379.88

906.74

$4,393.45

2,658.33

$5,094.58

-122.33

$ -122.33

-10.37

$962.44

-212.15

$ -212.15

Lanahan Publishing, Inc
1,027.42

$ -62.66

882.22

806.03

Ingram Book Company/IPS
MPS

-62.66

1,079.41

NBN

15.87

PRH (Penguin Random House)

2,436.25

Schiffer Publishing
Simon & Schuster, Inc.

972.81

Sourcebooks, Inc.

$15.87

SUNY Press

-23.28

$ -23.28

Triliteral LLC

-132.72

$ -132.72

University Press of New England
W.W. Norton & Company, Inc.

10.23

Workman Publishing Co.
TOTAL

$10.23

$1,600.17

458.48

1,764.51

$2,537.34

$10,757.76

Friday, February 26, 2021 10:31 AM GMT-05:00

-9.89

$ -9.89

56.08

$66.31

$26,786.10

$41,691.60

$2,222.99

1/1

Buffalo Street Books Executive Board (through summer of 2021)
Gladira Velazquez – co-president
Amy Reading – co-president
Dianne Dietrich – treasurer
Amanda Williams – secretary
Nancy Bereano
Sara Catterall
Jesse Saldana
Jennifer Tennant
Lesley Williamson

