COMMON COUNCIL
AGENDA ITEMS

Item

CALL TO ORDER
1.1 Additions to or Deletions from the Agenda
1.2 Proclamations/Awards
 Quarterly Employee Recognition Award
1.3 Reports of Municipal Officials
1.4 Presentation of Community Justice Center
Workplans (2022-2023)
1.5 Approval of 2022 Community Justice Center
Workplan – Resolution to be distributed under
separate cover
2.1 Petitions and Hearings of Persons before Council
2.2 Privilege of the Floor – Mayor and Council

CONSENT AGENDA
3.1 Youth Bureau – Request to Amend the 2022 Budget
3.2 PBZ& ED – Accept Congressionally Directed
Spending – Downtown Ithaca Conference Center
PLANNING & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
COMMITTEE
4.1 East Hill Fire Station Urban Renewal Project –
Approve IURA Disposition Agreement
CITY ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE
5.1 Renewal of TCAT Transportation Agreement
5.2 PBZ & ED – Authorization to Receive a Grant from
Park Foundation to Support the Ithaca Green New
Deal

Date: 09-07-2022
Time: 6:00 PM
Location: YouTube
https://www.youtube.com/
channel/UC7RtJN1P_RFa
FW2IVCnTrDg

Voting
Item

Presenter(s)

Time
Allotted

No

Acting Mayor
Lewis

10 Mins

CJC Director
Smiley

30 Mins

Yes

10 Mins

No
No

*Note: See instructions
on how to participate
on page 2 of the
agenda.

40 Mins

Yes

Common Council

5 Mins

Yes

Planning & IURA Staff

10 Mins

Yes
Yes

10 Mins
Acting Mayor Lewis
Director of Sustainability 15 Mins

Item

CITY ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE - CONTINUED
5.3 Approval of Capital Project to Enable the City of
Ithaca to Apply for the “Federal Safe Streets and
Roads for All” Planning Grant Opportunity
5.4 City Controller’s Report

Voting
Item

Presenter(s)

Time
Allotted

Yes

Director of
10 Mins
Transportation & Parking

No

City Controller Thayer

No

Common Council and
Staff

Yes

Acting Mayor Lewis

No

Acting Mayor Lewis

10 Mins

MAYOR’S APPOINTMENTS
REPORTS FROM COUNCIL & STAFF
6.1 Reports of Special Committees
6.2 Reports of Common Council Liaisons
6.3 Report of City Clerk
6.4 Report of City Attorney
NEW BUSINESS
7.1 Motion to Enter into Executive Session to Discuss
the Proposed Acquisition, Sale, or Lease of Real
Property
MEETING WRAP-UP
8.1 Adjournment

10 Mins

20 Mins

5 Mins

How to Participate in Public Comment Virtually
Email Common Council Through the Agenda Link
Written comments can be submitted to Common Council using this form: Common Council Public
Comment Form Comments should be submitted no later than 5:00 pm on the day of the meeting.
These comments will not be read into the record but will be included as an attachment to the
meeting minutes. Any comments received after 5:00 pm will be saved for the next meeting.
Register to Speak at the Meeting Via Zoom
At 9:00 am on the day of the Common Council meeting, a link will be opened on the Common Council
webpage for people to register to speak at the beginning of the meeting. The first hour of the meeting
will be dedicated to public speaking. Registration will close at 3:00 pm in order to allow time to
calculate how long each person will be allowed to speak. If you register, you will be emailed the Zoom
link later that day. Use that link to sign in and enter the Zoom meeting. You will be selected to speak
in the order that you were registered. You must be present in the meeting when it is your turn to
speak, or you will forfeit your time. You can use video or telephone to participate.
Questions about the meeting protocol can be forwarded to City Clerk Julie Conley Holcomb at (607)
274-6570 or jholcomb@cityofithaca.org in advance of the meeting.

CONSENT AGENDA:
CITY ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE:
3.1 Youth Bureau – Request to Amend the 2022 Budget
WHEREAS, the Ithaca City School District has agreed to give the Youth Bureau $5,000 in new
funding for the Student Curriculum Review Program (SCRP) and
WHEREAS, the goal of this program is to bring middle and high school students together with
teachers, so that students can build relationships and community with teachers, as well as
ensure that curriculum and lessons are developed to be inclusive and meet the needs of
students of diverse backgrounds, income levels, abilities, and identities, and
WHEREAS, the Youth Bureau staff will work closely with the SCRP students from the Ithaca
City School District to pay students and assist them in this work; therefore, be it
RESOLVED, That Common Council hereby amends the 2022 Youth Bureau budget as follows:
Increase Revenues:
A7310-2705-1200

Youth Development Administration

$ 5,000
$ 5,000

Part time/Seasonal
Office Supplies
Program Supplies
FICA/Medicare
Workers’ Compensation

$ 4,050
$ 203
$ 202
$ 310
$ 235
$ 5,000

Increase Expenses:
A7310-5120-1200
A7310-5425-1200
A7310-5460-1200
A7310-9030-1200
A7310-9060-1200

Ithaca Youth Bureau
1 James L. Gibbs Drive
Ithaca, New York 14850
Phone: (607) 273-8364
Fax: (607) 273-2817
“Building a foundation for a lifetime.”

To:
City Administration Committee
From: Suki Tabor, IYB Deputy Director
Liz Vance, IYB Director
Re:
Youth Bureau Budget Amendment
Date: August 24, 2022
We have been advised, by the Ithaca City School District that we will receive $5,000 in funding
for the Student Curriculum Review Program which begins this month. We are pleased that we
are able to support a program designed to bring middle and high school youth together with
teachers so that the students can build relationships and community with teachers. Students will
be trained in curriculum review and offering constructive feedback and paid to work with
teachers on developing curriculum that is inclusive and designed to meet the needs of students of
diverse backgrounds, income levels, abilities, and identities.
We are requesting an amendment to the 2022 Youth Bureau budget as follows:
Increase Revenues:
Account

# A7310-4820-1200

Youth Development Administration

$5,000.00

TOTAL: $5,000.00

Increase Expenses:
Account
Account
Account

# A 7310-5120-1200
# A 7310-5425-1200
# A 7310-5460-1200

Fringe Benefits

Part time/Seasonal
Office Supplies
Program Supplies

PTS (students) $3,000 x 12.65%
PTS (Staff) $1,050 x 15.85%

$4,050.00
$ 202.07
$ 202.00
$ 379.50
$ 166.43
Total: $5,000.00

3.2 PBZ& ED – Accept Congressionally Directed Spending – Downtown Ithaca
Conference Center
WHEREAS, Common Council has adopted resolutions committing the City to support the
funding of the Downtown Ithaca Conference Center project with City hotel room occupancy tax
revenues, and provide a financial assistance agreement to support the bond financing for the
project; and
WHEREAS, the conference center is currently on track to open in early 2024 and a successful
conference center project will be an asset for the City of Ithaca and Tompkins County, resulting
in significant increased room tax and sales tax revenues; the addition of new direct and indirect
jobs; significant economic impact beyond center operations through the purchase of supplies
and services; an estimated 22,000 new room nights county-wide as well as annual visitation of
over 63,000; and
WHEREAS, the City applied for and was awarded $2,000,000 in federal funding through the
Congressionally-Directed Spending process in the 2022 federal Consolidated Appropriations
Act, and Congress listed the City of Ithaca as the recipient of these funds in the Joint
Explanatory Statement of the Act for the “Downtown Ithaca Conference Center and affordable
housing” project; and
WHEREAS, only the City of Ithaca is allowed to apply for these funds which have been
‘earmarked’ for this project, but to access this federal grant award, the City must submit a
formal grant application to HUD to obligate the federal funds for the project, and documentation
of Common Council authorization to apply for and receive these funds is a requirement of the
formal application, and
WHEREAS, the conference center is currently under construction and is experiencing budget
increases due to kitchen electrification, retail space fit-out, and increases in costs for furniture,
fixtures and equipment and audio-visual equipment, and these federal funds are needed to pay
for these cost increases; and
WHEREAS, the City of Ithaca has an agreement with the Downtown Ithaca Local Development
Corporation, LLC (DILDC) in which the DILDC is responsible for conference center operations,
managing certain aspects of the conference center capital project including those aspects that
are the subject of this grant funding, and leasing the conference center building from Vecino,
the development entity that is constructing and will own the conference center building; and
WHEREAS, the City intends to sub-contract with the DILDC to fulfill the terms of the US
Department of Housing and Urban Development Economic Development Initiative (HUD-EDI)
grant; and
WHEREAS, delays in the application and execution of a contract between HUD and the City to
formally obligate these funds would negatively impact the conference center project, and City
and DILDC staff are working to expedite the application, contract, and required federal
environmental review processes; and
WHEREAS, administration of the contract between the City of Ithaca and HUD and
administration of the subcontract between the City of Ithaca and the DILDC will be managed by
the City’s Department of Planning and Development with support from DILDC staff; and

WHEREAS, no match is required for the grant and no additional City funding beyond room tax
funds that have already been committed by the City to the project or are the subject of separate
annual room tax budgets, is required as a match for this grant; now, therefore be it
RESOLVED, That Common Council supports the City’s grant application to obligate and
access the $2,000,000 in HUD EDI grant funded allocated by Congress to the City of Ithaca for
the “Downtown Ithaca Conference Center and affordable housing” project through the 2022
federal Consolidated Appropriations Act, and be it further
RESOLVED, That Common Council hereby establishes Capital Project #914 Ithaca Downtown
Conference Center HUD-EDI Grant” in the amount of $2,000,000 for implementation of HUDEDI grant funding for the conference center project and be it further
RESOLVED, That funds needed for said Capital Project shall be derived entirely from HUDEDI grant funding, and be it further
RESOLVED, That the Mayor or her designee, subject to review by the City Attorney, is
authorized to enter agreements with HUD and with the Downtown Ithaca Local Development
Corporation for implementation of this grant funding, and be it further
RESOLVED, That the Common Council hereby authorizes appropriation of said HUD-EDI
grant funds to support the Ithaca Downtown Conference Center in compliance with executed
City agreements with HUD and DILDC.

108 E. Green St.
Ithaca, NY 14850
Tel: (607) 274-6565

MEMORANDUM

To:

Planning & Economic Development Committee of Common Council

From:

Nels Bohn, IURA Director of Community Development

Subject: East Hill Fire Station – Common Council Review of IURA Recommendation
Date:

August 11, 2022

The Ithaca Urban Renewal Agency (IURA) has completed its work to develop a recommended Disposition and
Development Agreement (DDA) for the East Hill Fire Station urban renewal project. Following completion of
the August 17, 2022, public hearing, the Common Council will be in position to approve, modify, or
disapprove the IURA’s DDA to sell 309 College Avenue through a negotiated sales process to 311 CA
Associates.
Please find enclosed the following information:
1. Published legal notice of 8/17 public hearing with disclosure of essential terms of the proposed
transaction;
2. 7/18/22 IURA memo reviewing City staff analysis of competing responses to the City’s RFEI; and
3. Proposed resolution approving the IURA DDA to sell 309 College Avenue to 311 CA Associates.
The IURA reviewed competing responses to the City’s 2021 Request for Expressions of Interest (RFEI) from
both 311 CA Associates, LLC and Visum/LaBella and the memo summarizing the City staff’s analysis of each
response. The IURA agreed with the City staff’s selection to initiate negotiations with 311 CA Associates, LLC
rather than Visum/LaBella.
The IURA’s disposition agreement includes a new provision requiring the purchaser to execute a 20-year
Payments In Lieu of Taxes agreement, so in the event the property is conveyed to a nonprofit entity,
payments equal to taxes that would have been due will be paid to local taxing jurisdictions.
Approval of the DDA, will generate up to $5.1 million from the sale of 309 College Avenue plus receipt of
properties at 403 Elmwood Avenue and 408 Dryden Road. Matched with the $1 million New York State grant
awarded to the City, a total of $6.1 million will be available to defray the cost of constructing a new fire
station at parcels to be conveyed to the City.

108 E. Green St.
Ithaca, NY 14850
Tel: (607) 274-6565

MEMORANDUM

To:

IURA Economic Development Committee

From:

Nels Bohn, IURA Director of Community Development

Subject: East Hill Fire Station – Analysis of RFEI Responses
Date:

July 18, 2022

The purpose of this memo is to summarize the City staff team’s analysis of the responses to the 2021
Request For Expression of Interest (RFEI) seeking redevelopment proposals to redevelop or relocate the East
Hill Fire Station (EHFS) in a manner that meets fire protection needs, enhances Collegetown, and financially
benefits the City. Due to City difficulty securing a new site for construction of the EHFS, the RFEI specifically
required respondents to either incorporate a fire station into a redevelopment project or provide an
alternative suitable site.
Initial RFEI Responses
An RFEI does not commit the City or the respondent to any action. Rather, it often starts a negotiation
process if there is a promising response. Two proposals were received that each offered a promising
responses summarized below:
Visum/LaBella (Visum)
Approach:
Incorporate new fire station in a mixed-use redevelopment project at 309 College
Ave – Fire Station on lower levels with rental housing on upper floors
Financial Proposal:
Construct equivalent fire station on-site at no cost to City with inclusion of a 1,300 SF
community room for public use.
311 College Associates, LLC (311CA)
Approach:
Demolish fire station for private redevelopment at 309 College Ave. Provide an
alternative site to City for construction of a new fire station.
Financial Proposal:
$4,000,000 plus contribution of an alternative site for a new fire station. The
purchase price included a bonus $400,000 per additional floor authorized above the
6-story zoning height limit at 309 College Avenue via the BZA or the Planned Unit
Development (PUD) process.
Proposal Clarifications
Each respondent was asked questions about their proposals resulting in additional information:
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Visum
• Projected cost for the public component of project is estimated at $6.7 million.
• The amount of the development subsidy offered to the City is based on the number of residential
floors authorized above the fire station ranging from $2.9 million for 4 residential floors to $6.7
million for 8 floors of rental housing. The MU-2 zoning at 309 College Ave. limits buildings to 6 floors,
thereby allowing 4 floors of housing above a 2-floor fire station.
311CA
• Site alternatives to be offered at no cost to the City for construction of a new fire station are located
on Dryden Rd., Linden Ave., or E. State Street and will be made available for suitability analysis.
Preferred Proposal Selected for Further Negotiation
The City staff initiated negotiations with 311CA as a preferred proposal for the following reasons:
1. The $4 million cash offer from 311CA exceeds the $2.9 million development subsidy offered by Visum
for a zoning compliant project at 309 College Avenue.
2. On-site reconstruction would take the fire station off-line for 24 months, thereby lengthening fire
Dept. response time on East Hill during construction.
3. Visum proposed private/public project increases project complexity for financing, construction, and
operations. City will be dependent on developer to raise equity and loan financing, gain approvals,
and complete project on a timely basis. Should project not maintain financial feasibility providing a
reasonable return to the developer and their investors, the project could stall.
4. Fire Chief viewed an alternate site offered by 311CA as likely to be operationally feasible for a new
fire station.
The City team was prepared to open negotiations with Visum if negotiations with 311CA were
unsatisfactory.
City/311 CA Negotiation Outcomes
•

•
•

•
Cc:

Developer offered 403 Elmwood Ave. and 408 Dryden Rd. sites at no cost to the City as a site for
construction of a fire station. The City commissioned architectural analysis that demonstrated that
construction of a fire station could be operationally feasible and compatible with the neighborhood.
Preliminary construction cost was estimated at $8.5 million.
Developer agrees to delay transfer of 309 College Avenue property until May 2024 to allow time for
construction of fire station.
Developer agrees to increase cash offer from $4 million to $5.1 million. With inclusion of the value of
Elmwood/Dryden sites, the total financial compensation equals approximately $7 million, or over
$800/SF for the 8,520 sq. ft. 309 College Avenue property. As a point of reference, the adjacent 311
College Avenue property was purchased by the developer in 2019 at $715/SF.
The above terms are included in the City-executed Option Agreement that is currently under review
by the IURA.
L. Nicholas, Director of Planning & Development
T. Parsons, Fire Chief
F. Vavra, Chief of Staff
A. Lavine, City Attorney
V. Kessler, Asst. City Attorney
Kusznir, Senior Planner
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PLANNING & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE:
4.1 East Hill Fire Station Urban Renewal Project - Approve IURA Disposition Agreement
WHEREAS, the Common Council for the City of Ithaca (“City”) authorized issuance of a 2021
Request For Expressions of Interest (“RFEI”) seeking proposals to redevelop or relocate the
East Hill Fire Station (“EHFS”) located at 309 College Avenue in a manner that meet fire
protection needs, enhances Collegetown, and financially benefits the City, and
WHEREAS, in response to the RFEI, City staff entered into negotiations with 311 CA
Associates, LLC (“311CA” or “Sponsor”) resulting in execution of an option agreement dated
February 22, 2022 (“Option Agreement”) that permits, but does not require, the City to sell 309
College Avenue in exchange for two parcels located at 403 Elmwood Avenue and 408 Dryden
Road in addition to cash consideration of $5.1 million dollars to be paid to the City on the terms
contained within the Option Agreement, and
WHEREAS, the Option Agreement anticipates the City will construct a new fire station on
adjoining properties to be acquired at 403 Elmwood Avenue and 408 Dryden Road, and
WHEREAS, a negotiated sale of city-owned property is authorized only if undertaken as an
urban renewal project in accordance with urban renewal law, and
WHEREAS, the City requested the Ithaca Urban Renewal Agency (“IURA”) to independently
review the terms of the Option Agreement and recommend a proposed disposition and
development agreement in the best interest of the City to redevelop or relocate the EHFS, and
WHEREAS, on June 1, 2022, the City authorized transfer of the current Fire Station #2
property located at 309 College Avenue, Ithaca, NY, to the IURA via an option agreement for
the purpose of structuring a proposed urban renewal project to construct a new East Hill fire
station, and
WHEREAS, on May 26, 2022, the IURA accepted transfer of 309 College Avenue and
assignment of the Option Agreement for the purposes of structuring a proposed urban renewal
project, and
WHEREAS, on June 23, 2022, pursuant to section 507 of General Municipal Law, the IURA
designated 311 as a Qualified and Eligible Sponsor to undertake the East Hill Fire Station
urban renewal project involving acquisition of 309 College Avenue, and
WHEREAS, on July 28, 2022, the IURA, acting as lead agency for the environmental review of
the property transfer phase of the East Hill Urban Renewal project, determined that the
proposed action will not have a significant effect on the environment and issued a negative
declaration, and
WHEREAS, on July 28, 2022, the IURA adopted a resolution approving a Disposition and
Development Agreement (“DDA”) for the East Hill Fire Station urban renewal project to
facilitate construction of a new fire station and redevelopment of 309 College Avenue subject to
the following terms:

1. Property Transfer – Compliance with terms of the City/Sponsor Option Agreement
executed on February 22, 2022, for sale of property located at 309 College Avenue for
$5.1 million plus acquisition of adjoining parcels at 403 Elmwood Avenue and 408
Dryden Road for City construction of a new fire station;
2. Complete Segmented Environmental Review – establish as a precondition for transfer of
the 309 College Avenue deed to Sponsor either completion of environmental review of
the City fire station construction project or formal postponement of city construction on
acquired property;
3. Property Tax Revenues – In the event property at 309 College Avenue becomes tax
exempt by any means other than a Payment-in-Lieu-of-Taxes (PILOT) approved by the
Tompkins County Industrial Development Agency (TCIDA), property owner shall be
required to make payments equal to property taxes that would have been due. This
requirement shall be enforced through a 20-year Sponsor/IURA Payment-in-Lieu-ofTaxes (PILOT”) agreement that commences upon the date of transfer of the 309 College
Avenue property, and
WHEREAS, the Agency-approved DDA is subject to approval by the City of Ithaca Common
Council, which vote may occur only after (1) publication of a notice of the proposed price to be
paid by the sponsor to acquire property and all other essential terms and conditions of such
sale, and (2) a public hearing not less than ten days after publication of such notice, and
WHEREAS, the notice was published in the August 5, 2022, edition of the Ithaca Journal, and
a public hearing on the proposed property disposition was held on August 17, 2022, before the
City’s Planning & Economic Development Committee; now, therefore, be it
RESOLVED, That the Common Council for the City of Ithaca hereby approves the IURAproposed Disposition and Development Agreement between the IURA and 311 CA Associates,
LLC for the East Hill Urban Renewal Project, including the sale of 309 College Avenue, and be
it further
RESOLVED, Property to be acquired by the IURA at 403 Elmwood Avenue and 408 Dryden
Road shall be conveyed to the City at no cost for construction of a fire station, and be it further
RESOLVED, That the net proceeds from IURA sale of real property shall be paid to the City.

CITY ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE:
5.1 Renewal of TCAT Transportation Agreement
WHEREAS, on November 7, 1990, the City of Ithaca, Tompkins County, and Cornell
University entered into an agreement for the design of a regional transit facility, and
WHEREAS, on October 9, 1991, the City, County and Cornell entered into a 20-year
construction and operation agreement for the new transit facility, and
WHEREAS, on April 1, 1998, the City, County and Cornell entered into an agreement to
create a TCAT joint venture to provide public transportation services, and
WHEREAS, on January 1, 2005, a Transportation Agreement was signed among the three
parties and TCAT to end the TCAT joint venture and have the operations assumed by a single
employer, TCAT, Inc., with the agreement running through October 9, 2021, and was thereafter
extended for one additional year through October 9, 2022, and
WHEREAS, on February 12, 2018, an agreement was signed between the City and County
regarding the ownership of the transit facility, and
WHEREAS, the Transportation Agreement is set to expire in October of this year, and
WHEREAS, the City, County and Cornell would like to renew the Transportation Agreement;
now, therefore, be it
RESOLVED, That Common Council authorizes the Mayor to sign a renewal of the current
Transportation Agreement, as amended in a manner substantially similar to the amendments
included herewith.

Proposed Amendments to TCAT Transportation Agreement Upon Renewal
Delete Article 1 (unnecessary given that the prior one-year extension of the agreement dissolved the
joint venture) and remove references to the joint venture throughout.
Section 3.3
3.3
Existing Real Property and Leasehold. Notwithstanding section 3.1 above, the City and County
will hold joint title to the regional transit facility known as the Ithaca-Tompkins Transit Center (“Transit
Center”) and will own it for the benefit of TCAT, Inc. Cornell may either maintain its leasehold interest
in the Transit Center for the benefit of TCAT, Inc., or may assign the same to TCAT, Inc. for $1. In
consideration of TCAT, Inc.’s provision of public transportation services, the City and County authorize
TCAT, Inc. to continue its rent-free use and occupancy of the Transit Facility for the period of October
10, 2021 through October 9, 2022 duration of this Agreement. The payment and interest due to Cornell
no later than October 9, 2022, pursuant to Article XIII of the Lease Agreement for Premises known as
Regional Transit Facility, dated September 1992, and Section 4 of the Agreement to Extend Through
October 9, 2022 the Transportation Agreement, dated October 10, 2021, shall be paid to Cornell within
one year after the earlier of (i) the expiration of this Agreement or (ii) the relocation of the Transit
Center.
Section 6.3
6.3
Apportionment of Loss. It is anticipated by the parties that TCAT, Inc. would operate at a loss
without monetary contributions and contributions in-kind of certain expense items by the City, County
and Cornell., generally in the form of annual contributions pursuant to Section 3.5 of this Agreement.
Recommended monetary and in-kind contributions shall be included in the budget of TCAT, Inc. Any
amount by which expenses exceed revenues shall be borne by the City, County and Cornell in the
percentages set forth in section 6.2, provided, however, even after accounting for the annual
contributions pursuant to Section 3.5 shall be presented to the City, County and Cornell for their joint
determination as to whether to fund the same, provided, however, that if they jointly determine to fund
the same, they shall fund it in equal parts, and provided further that there shall first be adjustments for
expense items contributed in-kind and any monies advanced or contributed by the respective parties in
accordance with the budget during the fiscal year.
Section 8.4
8.4
Insurance. TCAT, Inc. shall secure and maintain such liability insurance and property and vehicle
insurance as its Board deems prudent and responsible, with the County named as an additional insured,
the City, and Cornell named as additional insureds.
Section 10.1 (proposing a 15-year term).
10.1 Term. This Agreement shall continue in effect for a term ending October 9, 20222037, at which
time it shall automatically renew for a subsequent period of five (5) years unless any party notifies the
others of its intent not to renew at least three years prior to such non-renewal.
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5.2 PBZ & ED – Authorization to Receive a Grant from Park Foundation to Support the
Ithaca Green New Deal
WHEREAS, the City of Ithaca has demonstrated its desire and commitment to be a leader in
sustainability and social equity, as exemplified by the adoption of the Ithaca Green New Deal
(IGND); and
WHEREAS, key objectives of the IGND are to substantially reduce greenhouse gas emissions
from economic activity and to address historical inequities, social injustice and economic
inequality; and
WHEREAS, the IGND currently includes at least twelve different programs necessary to
achieve these objectives, with all of them requiring constant interaction with and feedback from
the community; and
WHEREAS, the IGND requires the development of a web-based platform (website) to increase
interaction and gather feedback from the community, and the cost associated with such
platform exceeds the funds currently allocated to the IGND; and
WHEREAS, the development and implementation of all programs associated with the IGND
require support and technical understanding of technology, finance, and climate justice; and
WHEREAS, the sustainability staff is currently at a limit in terms of available hours to devote to
this effort; and
WHEREAS, the results and deliverables of the sustainability spring and summer internship
programs, with participation of graduate students from both Cornell University and Ithaca
College, demonstrated to yield the necessary results; therefore, be it
RESOLVED, That Common Council authorizes staff to receive a $70,000 grant from Park
Foundation, with the purpose of funding the following activities:
•
•

$25,000 for the development of a new IGND interactive website, to be developed by a
third party selected through an open competitive process.
$45,000 for a year-long paid internship program, including 3 to 4 graduate students to
support technical aspects of the IGND implementation, committing a combined 48-60
hours per week for the following 12 months.

and, be it further
RESOLVED, That Common Council authorizes staff to issue an RFP for the selection of an
interactive web-based platform, and be it further
RESOLVED, That Common Council authorizes a year-long sustainability internship program
for the period of September 2022 – August 2023, managed by the Director of Sustainability and
supervised by the Director of Planning Building Zoning and Economic Development, and be it
further

RESOLVED, That staff will periodically report to Common Council progress on both the
development of the web-based platform and the internship program, and be it further
RESOLVED, That the 2022 Authorized Planning Department Budget be hereby amended as
follows to account for said grant:
Increase Revenue Account:
A8020-2705
Planning Gifts and Donations
Increase Appropriation Accounts:
A8020-5120
Planning Hourly P/T
A8020-5435
Planning Contracts

$ 70,000
$ 45,000
$ 25,000
$ 70,000

5.3 Approval of Capital Project to Enable the City of Ithaca to Apply for the “Federal
Safe Streets and Roads for All” Planning Grant Opportunity
WHEREAS, in 2022, the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law established the new Safe Streets and
Roads for All (SS4A) federal grant program, with up to one billion dollars appropriated in FY22,
and with a local match of 20% of the project cost; and
WHEREAS, local municipalities are eligible to apply for funding to create a detailed
transportation safety “Action Plan”, either individually or in collaboration with other
municipalities; and
WHEREAS, the FY22 Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO, available here:
https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=340385), states that
applications with multiple municipalities partnering to create a plan will be more competitive for
funding than applications from a single municipality; and
WHEREAS, successful creation of an Action Plan in this grant cycle would make the partnering
municipalities eligible to apply for implementation grants in future years of this grant program,
either individually or in collaboration again; and
WHEREAS, the City of Ithaca would like to be the “Lead Applicant” on this planning grant
application, with multiple neighboring municipalities expressing interest in applying as “Joint
Applicants”, including the following in alphabetical order:
• Town of Caroline
• Town of Danby
• Town of Dryden
• Town of Ithaca
• Town of Lansing
• Town of Newfield
• Village of Cayuga Heights
• Village of Lansing
WHEREAS, the role of the City of Ithaca as Lead Applicant will be to complete the online
application on behalf of all partnering municipalities for FY22 funding, with an application due
date of September 15, 2022; and
WHEREAS, all named municipalities above are currently presenting resolutions/memos to their
respective governing bodies, requesting to participate in this project and agreeing to reimburse
the City of Ithaca for a share of the local match; and
WHEREAS, the City of Ithaca Engineering staff request a budget to fund the planning project in
whole at $750,000, to be eventually reimbursed 80% by the grant, with individual municipalities
reimbursing the City of Ithaca for their portion of the 20% local match, with the City of Ithaca
responsible for a local match maximum of $75,000; now, therefore be it

RESOLVED, That Common Council hereby establishes Capital Project # 915 for an amount
not to exceed $750,000 to pay for the transportation safety Action Plan project, with the
understanding that the project will proceed only if the City is awarded the SS4A grant. The
grant would reimburse 80% of the project cost, with the City of Ithaca and the other neighboring
municipalities providing the local match of 20%. The maximum local match the City of Ithaca
may provide is $75,000.

