PRNR Commission Meeting
Special Public Meeting for consideration of Sky Rider Sculpture for Cass Park
Monday, June 14, 2021
6:30 – 8 PM
Via Zoom
Agenda Items
6:30 PM Call to Order

Chair, Monika Roth

Special Meeting – for consideration of Sky Rider Sculpture for Cass Park
You may submit a comment to the Parks, Recreation, and Natural Resources Commission by
completing this public comment form. If you would like to speak at the meeting, you may register
between 9:00 am – 3:00 pm on the day of the meeting by completing public speaking form.
6:35 PM Presentation: Tom Knipe, Deputy Director for Economic Development – Overview of the Sky
Rider Sculpture proposal – how it came to be, where it is in the review process, public comment process
and next steps (we will take clarifying questions at the end of Tom’s presentation if time permits).
7:00 PM Statements from the Public (3 minute limit per person)
Note: the Agenda will be adjusted to allow all persons wishing to speak time to do so.
7:15 PM Commission Member Response and Discussion - Draft Recommendation for July Common
Council Meeting
7:30 PM – Convene Regular PRNR Commission Meeting
Minutes – April 12, 2021 – Review, Approve
Staff Updates: Jim & Jeanne
Stewart Park Update – Rick Manning
7:50 PM Old Business
1.
2.
3.
4.

Private Street Tree Ordinance Update – Jeanne
Art in Parks Policy – Monika (first draft shared for review, lots of questions to resolve)
Homeless Situation in SW Park/Negundo woods – anyone?
Other?

7:55 PM New Business
Summer Meeting schedule – what does your schedule look like for the following dates?
6 or 6:30? And how about meeting in a PARK each month if feasible.
July 12, Aug. 9, Sept. 13
Other new business ?

City of Ithaca Common Council – Planning & Economic Development Committee
RESOLUTION – Approval of Sky Riders Sculpture Location in Cass Park
May 19, 2021
WHEREAS, Plan Ithaca, the City’s comprehensive plan, identifies public art as an important cultural
resource that contributes to quality of life and economic vitality and calls for the City’s continued
support of public art, and
WHEREAS, the Community Arts Partnership (CAP) and City of Ithaca Department of Planning &
Development have collaborated on the development of a public sculpture project which is envisioned as
a community‐built kinetic sculpture utilizing re‐used materials and communicating an inclusive and
exciting vision for the future of active transportation in Ithaca, and
WHEREAS, additional goals for the sculpture are that it appeal to an audience that is diverse in age,
income, cultural background, and artistic appreciation; that the artwork be fabricated to withstand the
upstate New York weather, be low maintenance, safe, theft and damage resistant; and that it ‘spark joy’
in the viewer and express the artists’ aesthetic sensibility; and
WHEREAS, the City and CAP convened a project steering committee composed of community members
with interest and experience in public art and active transportation, and the committee was charged
with selecting the artist, working with the artist on development of a design concept and identifying
preferred locations, and
WHEREAS, the Community Arts Partnership issued a Request for Qualifications for artists to submit
credentials and examples of previous work, and the project steering committee selected Patricia Vader
from among numerous respondents as an artist with strong relevant experience and excellent fit with
the vision and goals for the project, and
WHEREAS, in late 2020 and early 2021, the project steering committee worked with the artist to develop
a conceptual design for the sculpture which the artist has tentatively titled Sky Riders, and
WHEREAS, in March and April, 2021, the project steering committee reviewed the City’s list of nearly
two dozen potential City‐owned sites suitable for siting sculptures and evaluated those sites for visibility
and overall suitability, and
WHEREAS, the committee selected a preferred location for the sculpture in Cass Park between the
Cayuga Waterfront Trail and the Cayuga Inlet to the South of the Coach’s Crossing bridge and across the
trail from the birding kiosk, and
WHEREAS, City staff including City Forester Jeanne Grace, Recreation Supervisor Jim Dalterio have been
consulted on the proposed location in Cass Park and confirmed that a sculpture in the proposed area
would not impact any surrounding natural or recreational features, and
WHEREAS, this location was approved by Common Council in 2019 as the preferred location for the
Tompkins Giant sculpture but the Tompkins Giant sculpture project was subsequently canceled by the
project organizers, and

WHEREAS, pending Board of Public Works and Common Council approval, the sculpture is scheduled to
be fabricated and installed in late summer or fall 2021, and
WHEREAS, prior to installation, the project team will contract with a qualified engineer to design an
appropriate concrete footer and review and approve the structural elements of the sculpture, and
WHEREAS, the project is funded by two private grants to the Community Arts Partnership and Center for
Community Transportation and no City funds are required to design, fabricate or install the sculpture,
now therefore be it
RESOLVED, that Common Council accepts the proposal by Community Arts Partnership to create a
sculpture for the City in Cass Park, and be it further
RESOLVED, that the selected artist may proceed with the installation of the sculpture upon approval by
Commons Council and the execution of an agreement with the City as reviewed by the City Attorney.

CITY OF ITHACA
108 E. Green St. — Third Floor Ithaca, NY 14850-5690
DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT
JoAnn Cornish, Director
Planning & Development – 607-274-6550
Community Development/IURA – 607-274-6565
E-Mail: dgrunder@cityofithaca.org

To:

Planning & Economic Development Committee, Common Council

From: Tom Knipe, Deputy Director for Economic Development
Date: May 12, 2021
Re:

Approval of ‘Sky Riders’ Sculpture for Cass Park

The purpose of this memo is to provide additional background and further describe the process
that the Community Arts Partnership and the City of Ithaca followed in selecting the
recommended location for the ‘Sky Riders’ sculpture. This accompanies the draft resolution
titled “Approval of Sky Riders Sculpture Location in Cass Park”. The artist’s conceptual design
for the sculpture is also attached. Council is asked to approve the siting and installation of the
sculpture in Cass Park. Board of Public Works approval is being pursued simultaneously.
This project has been a collaboration between the Department of Planning and Development,
Community Arts Partnership and Center for Community Transportation and is independently
funded by a private foundation. A project steering committee comprised of community members
with an interest and/or background in public art and active transportation has been guiding the
project for over a year.
The steering committee selected the artist Patricia Vader for her extensive experience working
with communities on public sculpture commissions and the fit of her design aesthetic with the
goals of the project. The artist’s website includes images and videos of some of her other work.
Feel free to check it out: https://patriciavader.com/links.html.
A note on project design and safety: the sculpture is designed to deter, or perhaps even make
impossible, climbing. The lowest height of the bicycles on the sculpture will be eight feet.
In selecting a recommended site, the project steering committee started with a list of more than
two dozen City-owned sites, and narrowed the list to eight to visit. These are the sites they
visited and discussed in detail, by order of visitation:
• Black Diamond Trail Trailhead across from the Ithaca Children’s Garden
• Cayuga Waterfront Trail/Cass Park at Route 89 Crosswalk (W. side of 89)
• Cayuga Waterfront Trail Cass Park East of Birding Kiosk
• Inlet Island Trailhead
• Pete’s Triangle
• Brindley Street Pedestrian Bridge
• Titus Triangle
• Baker Park
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After discussing the pros and cons of each site, the group decided on their top three:
1. Cayuga Waterfront Trail Cass Park East of Birding Kiosk
2. Cayuga Waterfront Trail/Cass Park at Route 89 Crosswalk (W. side of 89)
3. Black Diamond Trail Trailhead
Recommended Site - Cayuga Waterfront Trail Cass Park East of Birding Kiosk Notes
• Good visibility from multiple vantage points: including Route 89, the Cayuga Waterfront
Trail, the Farmers Market and future City Harbor site.
• The surrounding landscape and setting are expansive enough to accept a large sculpture.
• The sculpture would fit well in a broad grassy area which would be suitable to people
stopping to gaze at the sculpture or perhaps enjoying a picnic beneath it. People would be
likely to visit and enjoy the sculpture here.
• No overhead wires or other obstructions.
• The space is not otherwise ‘programmed’.
• Adjacency to the water makes this site likely to catch breezes that come up the inlet,
twirling the windmills on the sculpture.
Second Choice Site - Cayuga Waterfront Trail at Route 89 Crosswalk (W. side of 89) Notes
•

•
•
•
•
•

High visibility from Route 89

If placed here, the sculpture would act as a ‘gateway’ landmark.
May have a calming effect on traffic close to the crosswalk where the CWT crosses
Route 89.
However, alternatively, drivers may be distracted by the sculpture, impacting the safety
of the trail crossing.
The proposed location is not otherwise programmed, and seems like an ‘afterthought’
from road and trail construction. It would activate an otherwise dead space.
However, the proximity to the road and lack of protection from the road mean that it
would be less likely to be a place where people would linger or hang out.

Third Choice Site - Black Diamond Trail Trailhead Notes
• Close to the Ithaca Children’s Garden and would provide a landmark entrance to the
Black Diamond Trail.
• However a kiosk is being built this year and there is already at lot going on at this site.
• Very visible to trail users and Children’s Garden users, but less visible to others.
Other Locations Notes
The other candidate locations were not as strong as the top three sites for a variety of reasons:
• Inlet Island trailhead was seen as too crowded with vegetation. It would not be seen by
people if placed there.
• Pete’s Island was seen as a place where cars would see it driving but it would be difficult
for people to access to get a closer look.
• Brindley Street Bridge was appealing to some committee members. As Cherry St
develops, it will become a more traveled corridor. But it currently feels pretty tucked
away. There were also several trees recently planted which would have to be removed to
make room for the sculpture.
• Titus Triangle and Baker Park are neighborhood parks with less visibility. These parks
felt too small to have a tall sculpture such as this ‘fit’ there.
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An aerial view of the proposed sculpture location is below. If approved, further details of siting
will be done in consultation with the City Forester, Cass Park Manager and project engineer.

Next Steps
Upon approval by BPW and Common Council, the project team will work with the artist and a
qualified engineer to design an appropriate base (likely a concrete pad) for the sculpture; the
engineer will also review and sign off on the sculpture structure for issues such as wind load and
structural integrity. We will also begin gathering materials and tools for the artist to use in
fabrication. A local property owner has tentatively donated use of an appropriate space for
fabrication and a number of community members have also expressed interested in helping out.
We are hoping to do fabrication and installation in late summer/fall of this year. The sculpture
will be donated to the City, and a maintenance fund will be established to support any repairs in
the future as needed.
Contact
Please feel free to reach out to me with any questions:
Tom Knipe, Deputy Director for Economic Development
tknipe@cityofithaca.org
607-274-6554
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SKY RIDE
a design for
“ITHACA MOVES”
by
Patricia Vader
inspired by steering committee input:
SUBJECT = BICYCLES AND RIDERS

6 OR 7 BICYCLES IN THIS DESIGN
BICYCLES WILL BE STRIPPED TO MINIMUM
(no tires, cables, brakes, chains, freewheels etc…)
RIDER WILL BE A VERY SIMPLE STYLIZED CURVE

MOTION:
BICYCLE WHEELS AS WINDMILLS

NOTE:
NO EXISTING LARGE MULTIPLE-BICYCLE
SCULPTURES INCLUDE MOTION
(too hard to do!!!)

The idea for SKY RIDE is a line of cyclists following an imaginary
track that points upwards toward the sky
Instead of being in a single plane (unstable) the track climbs up
a triangular tower defined by 3 vertical posts, with each post
carrying 2 or 3 bicycles
The posts are connected by clouds, 2 or 3 clouds per pair of
posts
Kinetics: bicycle wheels will be spinning in the wind; clouds will
also have windmills where feasible

SKY
RIDE
folded
out
view
of
triangular
tower

3 faces of triangular tower

SKY RIDE
dimensions HWD 20’ x 9’ x9’
3 metal posts set in concrete
each post carries 2 or 3 bicycles
posts are connected by “clouds”
providing structural integrity
the clouds are made with
bicycle wheels welded together
paint wheels white, add reflectors

model with 7 bicycles and 6 clouds

bicycle elements and clouds will be transparent, not solid as shown here

the clouds are made with
bicycle wheels welded together
paint wheels white
add reflectors

add color to whole sculpture
with reflectors

MAKING
THE
RIDERS

PROS OF SKY RIDERS
IT SUGGESTS MOTION
ACTUAL MOTION IMPLEMENTED BY WINDMILLS
SIMPLE DESIGN THAT IS EASY TO BUILD
ATTENTION/CREATIVITY CAN BE FOCUSSED
ON THE BICYCLES, RIDERS AND CLOUDS

City of Ithaca Art In Public Parks Policy – draft May 2021
The City of Ithaca has been active in promoting Art in public spaces both on City and private property. In
2019, there were 2 Art Project proposals submitted to the City for sculptures to be located in City parks.
As a result, the City Parks, Recreation, and Natural Resources Commission, was asked to make comment.
A key concern that arose is that there are no criteria to use in evaluating the appropriateness of art
being proposed for a particular park location. Key among our concerns were: safety, alignment of the
art with the intended purpose of the park, how the art would contribute to the park experience and
amenities, ensuring community/neighborhood input, and how long the art would reside in the park and
who would maintain it.
In response to these concerns, we are submitting the following proposed policy for consideration by
Common Council. We have reviewed similar policies in other communities and have drawn heavily on
the NYC Dept. of Parks & Recreation – Temporary Public Outdoor Art Guidelines.
https://www.nycgovparks.org/art-and-antiquities/temporary-guidelines
Park Resources – Where to Exhibit
The City has two major flagship parks (Stewart and Cass Park), and a total of 15 neighborhood parks
most of which are located near housing. In addition, there are 3 major natural areas, but at this time,
this policy does not apply to the City’s natural areas: Fuertes Bird Sanctuary, Ithaca Falls, and Six Mile
Creek.
Most artists want their art to be seen, so if visibility is important, some parks are better situated than
others. However, a smaller less visible neighborhood park may provide the opportunity to engage the
community in creating art they envision for their park. Some parks, like Stewart Park and Dewitt Park,
are historically significant and therefore require that history be honored.
Each of our City Parks has a purpose and community use, and as such, art that is proposed should be
complementary to the purpose, contribute to the overall park experience and aesthetic, and above all
be respectful of what the neighborhood wishes.
List of parks/map: (this should be a link to a website – Artists Guide to City of Ithaca Parks Public Art
Sites}
Flagship Parks (large parks)
Stewart Park
Cass Park
Neighborhood parks
Auburn
Baker
Brindley
Bryant

Columbia
Conley
Conway
Dewitt
Hillview
McDaniels
Maple Grove
South Titus
Thompson
Wood Street
Washington
Other green spaces:
Dryden Road (in front of the parking garage)
Van Horn – very small area maintained by the Beautification Program
Strawberry Fields – no public access except from BS school
Negundo Woods – both a park and natural area
Floral Avenue - not a park, part of Flood Control channel
Natural Areas – at this time, this policy does not apply to the following sites:
Ithaca Falls
Fuertes Bird Sanctuary
Six Mile Creek

Art in Parks Overarching Criteria:
Art installations in parks are considered to be temporary and may last from two weeks to one year.
Art proposed for parks must be in alignment with or complementary to the intended use of the park; for
example, some parks are used for recreation, some for gathering, some for reflection, and in some art
may not be appropriate.
All exhibitors are required to share their project with neighborhood associations and obtain
neighborhood input, involvement and approval of the art project being proposed.

Art must be respectful of all cultures, history, and in no way be offensive.
All art shall not disturb existing plants or wildlife habitat.
Wherever possible and appropriate, art should be functional adding a much-needed amenity such as
bench, play structure, waste bin, water fountain, etc.
All art must be demonstrated to be safe for the life of the installation ensuring that any risk of injury has
been addressed fully. If art is deemed unsafe at any time during its exhibition, it must be removed by
the owner.
Artists are responsible for production, installation, maintenance and removal of the piece and all
associated costs, including insurance.
Land Acknowledgement and Veto Clause
PRNR acknowledges that the City of Ithaca occupies unceded Gayogoho:no land, and yields authority to
the Gayagoho:no traditional leadership to veto or approve any proposal subject to this Art in Parks
policy.

Submission Requirements
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

A written description of proposed artwork, including: title, medium, dimensions (height x width x depth), weight,
installation method and anchoring procedure.
Safety and how it will be addressed.
If proposing existing work: photographs of artwork; include scale.
If proposing a new work: working drawings or photograph to scale.
Artist’s statement and resume, with links to previous work.
Installation budget – outlining all materials to be brought on site and any excavation required.
Name of the sponsoring organization or other method of financing. Include the name, address and phone
number of the contact person.
Proposed duration of the installation.
Proposed location for the installation.
Evidence of insurance? See below

Applicants are strongly encouraged to submit materials at least six months prior to the intended installation date to
allow time for proposal review and project development.
Proposal materials will not be returned and incomplete applications will not be reviewed.
Proposals may be submitted an any time, there is no submission deadline.
Submit your proposal by email or by mail to: City of Ithaca Planning

Review Process
All proposals are submitted to the City of Ithaca Planning Department. Staff will review the proposal to
ensure it is complete or coordinate the review process.
First, the Community Life Commission shall review the proposal for artistic merit only.

Proposals for Art in Parks shall then be forwarded to the PRNR Commission for their review and recommendations,
taking in the recommendations of the Community Life Commission. Artists are encouraged to schedule a
presentation at a PRNR Commission meeting.
Proposals presented to the PRNR Commission and if found to meet PRNR criteria, shall then be submitted to the
appropriate Planning Staff member to forward to PEDC and Council in the case of Cass or Stewart park proposals.
For Neighborhood Parks, public input and review shall be further requested from the district Council representative(s)
and neighborhood associations or citizens reached via media, meetings or other such means.
Upon evidence of satisfactory neighborhood review, proposals shall go forth from PRNR to the…? Planning
Department staff, Public Works, Planning Committee, Council???
Following Council approval of a proposal, a license agreement (similar to what is generic for city) is issued to the
artist and/or sponsoring organization.

Exhibitors Responsibilities
When exhibiting in a City of Ithaca Park, the artist assumes responsibility for funding the project, as well as for
obtaining insurance and site remediation. Other artist responsibilities include:

•
•
•
•
•
•

Propose high quality art that responds to guidelines.
Be prepared to present the proposal at commission meetings and to the public in neighborhood gatherings.
Provide funding for fabrication, installation, maintenance, insurance, security deposit, deinstallation, and site
restoration.
Oversee installation of artwork (tools, materials and equipment are not provided by Parks). Some projects may
require technical reports prepared by a licensed engineer.
Monitor and maintain the artwork during the exhibition period.
Oversee deinstallation of artwork and site remediation.

The following need more review/discussion!

•

•
•
•
•
•

Obtain necessary insurance policies naming the City of Ithaca as additional insured. [Discussion: this may be
limiting…individual artists may not be able to obtain – insure installation & artwork…avoid making it difficult to
apply – maybe make this advisable, but maybe it would depend on what the work is…stand-alone vs wall
art…Ask planning dept how they have dealt with murals, other public…]
Insurance for art piece to protect work
What is the City policy for people working on city property…insurance…covering their work, exempting city from
liability
A security deposit, which will be returned to the exhibitor upon restoration of the site.
See public art plan…safety & durability…good statement to include from 2003 Public art plan
Grant City the right to a royalty-free, perpetual license to use any depictions of the artwork for non-commercial
purposes (credit will be given to the exhibitor). – should we check with city atty…do we need this?

City’s Responsibilities
•
•
•
•
•

Assist the Artist with navigating the proposal process and with scheduling presentations to commissions.
Assist the Artist with ensuring ample public comment, in particular from neighborhood groups, is obtained.
Review and select projects based on meeting evaluation criteria.
Prepare legal documents for signature by artist or organization. – check w/atty….
Grant artist sole ownership and copyright of the final design and artwork.

It is the intention of the Parks, Recreation & Natural Resources Commission that Ithaca’s public
parks and natural areas should serve every member of the community indiscriminately with
respect to race, class, gender, and all other ways of being. PRNR pledges to consider all
decisions, small and large, through a lens of diversity, inclusion and justice.
Rubric for PRNR Approval of Art Installations in City Parks
Safety (must satisfy all)
Does this proposal…
...include assessment and approval by City park staff for safety considerations?
[ ] Yes
[ ] No
...account for any costs (including project delays) incurred as a result of safety assessment and
approval?
[ ] Yes
[ ] No
...consider seasonal changes in the landscape and their effects on safety of the project? (i.e.
extreme or inclement weather events)
[ ] Yes
[ ] No
...allow City staff a reasonable timeframe to conduct necessary safety reviews?
[ ] Yes
[ ] No

Plants and Wildlife (must satisfy all)
Does this proposal…
...preserve, enhance, or reference existing planting beds or tree stands?
[ ] Yes
[ ] No
...introduce materials or sensory elements that could negatively impact plants or wildlife in the
park (e.g. bright lights)?
[ ] Yes
[ ] No

Maintenance & Insurance (must satisfy all)
Does this proposal…
...detail a plan for decommissioning the project, including date of removal?
[ ] Yes
[ ] No
...account for costs associated with ongoing maintenance of the project?

[ ] Yes
[ ] No
...acknowledge and address any relevant liability concerns?
[ ] Yes
[ ] No

Community-Building and Representation (must satisfy two or more)
Does this proposal…
...have at least [number TBD] signatures in support, from residents [in some proximity to the
park in question]?
[ ] Yes
[ ] No
...utilize a community-engaged and iterative creation process?
[ ] Yes
[ ] No
…advance Black and/or Indigenous justice, worldviews, and leadership in the arts?
[ ] Yes
[ ] No

Land Acknowledgement and Veto Clause
PRNR acknowledges that the City of Ithaca occupies unceded Gayogoho:no land, and yields
authority to Gayogoho:no traditional leadership to veto or approve any proposal subject to this
Art in Parks policy.

Present: Dan Hoffman, Scott Freyburger, Tyler Moeller, Stephanie Figary, Ellen Leventry, Paul Paradine,
Monika Roth
Staff: Jeanne Grace, Jim Dalterio
Excused: Emily Cotman, Cynthia Brock, Graham Kerslick
Meeting called to order at 6 PM, via zoom.
Comments from the Public:
Lisa Strayer joined the meeting to share concerns about the homeless encampments and impacts on
Negundo Woods and on Southwest Park. She is a Floral Ave resident opposite the area and is concerned
about the impact on trees and vegetation, not to mention, environmental degradation resulting from
significant amounts of trash, waste, fires, etc. that is presenting a hazardous situation. And for people
interested in walking along the inlet or in the woods, it is not a safe place. This area will also be near the
future Black Diamond bridge and trail so security concerns should be addressed sooner rather than
later.
Dan Hoffman, commission member also brought this issue to our attention in the following email sent to
PRNR prior to our meeting.
BACKGROUND: As some of you know, there's a stretch of undeveloped, partly wooded land south of
where Cherry Street dead ends, lying between the railroad tracks and the Inlet/Flood Control
Channel. The northerly (and most heavily wooded) half of it was the repository of about 10 feet of fill,
when the Inlet was widened and straightened, about 50 years ago, which has since reforested itself. Just
to the south of that there are some small wetlands I like to visit, especially to hear peepers in early Spring,
a powerline crossing, and other woods and fields. Some years ago, the City's Natural Areas Commission
(whose functions were blended into this Commission) recommended that the City officially designate the
60 acres of "substitute parkland" lying a bit further to the south (and also along the Inlet), as a "Natural
Area," and that the City-owned area south of Cherry Street be included in that "new" Natural Area. The
City did not follow that advice, and instead decided to transfer ownership of the most northerly 6 acres
(the filled area) to the Ithaca Urban Renewal Agency, for development (retaining City ownership of the
land to the south, including the wetlands, with the intention of keeping them in a "natural" state). For a
while, Emmy's Organics was interested in extending Cherry Street and building a new, large facility on the
IURA land, but the potential costs ultimately changed their minds. Last year, just before the pandemic,
there was a new proposal, but I don't know what became of that one.
NOW: I had not been to the area for about a year, but I went there last month to listen for peepers. I
was shocked to find that large sections of both the filled land and the City land south of it have been
transformed into what I can only call an open and unregulated dump. Apparently, the woods (marked
with "No Trespassing" and "No Camping" signs) were occupied by several rather extensive "Jungle"
encampments, which were eventually wrecked, burned and abandoned. The woods and to some extent
one of the wetlands are strewn with sometimes-thick layers of discarded food, containers, bicycle parts,
clothes, tents, lumber, toys, paper, medicine, fuel cans, vast quantities of plastic, and who knows what
else. Each encampment area (which of course had no bathrooms) includes as least one large "burn pit,"
into which large quantities of various items (including plastic and bikes) had been tossed. One of the
burn pits left several adjacent, mature trees badly charred. Some of this trash is clearly visible from the
grassy strip along the east side of the Inlet (where people and their dogs now walk, and where the
extended Black Diamond Tail is slated to be developed), from boats on the Inlet, and from homes along
the west side of the waterway. There is also a smaller (more recent?) accumulation of trash near the

Cherry Street dead end, and then a string of dumped items along a wide path leading south through the
woods, carved out when the site was being explored for development by Emmy's.
Open dumps like this are illegal and hazardous (to people and wildlife). I believe the City and the
IURA should clean them up (and should stop enabling the illegal encampments that all tend to end up in a
condition like this).

Jeanne Grace recommended a call to Mike Thorne, Director of Public Works to discuss the
matter. Lisa Strayer will follow up with this call. And it was Jeanne’s understanding that the area
with no trespassing and no camping signs was to remain unoccupied, however, it was noted by
Dan and Lisa that folks are moving back into the area. Quick action is needed before it
becomes a large encampment again. The Mayor has condoned the movement of the Jungle to
the southwest park since the people were moved from the area they had prior occupied
between Six mile creek and Inlet, RR tracks and Weitsman.
Dan volunteered to send a statement/letter to the city (IURA, Planning, Public Works, Mayor,
Police, Council, etc) stating our concern with the situation and that it needs a comprehensive
solution. He will draft a letter and circulate it to PRNR members for review. Also other
organizations including an Outreach Coalition, the Health Dept/Mental Health would be good to
copy. Scott indicated he would find out if the Health Dept has gotten involved in any way.
A future question for this Commission is about whether the area should be designated as a
natural area. There are many non-native trees and plants. And if designated as a natural area,
we have no capacity to manage it and prevent situations like the current one from occurring.
[Since we met there has been more email communication regarding the situation and it appears
to have the attention of several City officials and key homeless contacts. There seems to be
agreement that the “Cherry Street Encampment” is to remain unoccupied and that an effort
should be made to clean up the area.]
6:15 PM – Adjourned full meeting to break out groups.
A. Private Street Tree Ordinance: Jeanne, Dan, Paul, Stephanie, Scott
Group continued to review draft ordinance language and will bring a new draft ordinance
forward at our next meeting.
B. Art In Parks Policy: Monika, Ellen, Jim, Tyler (Emily absent)
Monika had made a copy of the NYC Art in Parks policy (submission and review
process). We edit this document to insert what we felt would be relevant in Ithaca.
Monika will clean up the document and start to customize it for Ithaca and share it for
review at next meeting.
6:45 PM – Returned from Break out for a short report out as noted above.
7:00 PM – Other updates
-Membership: Monika obtained copies of all applications submitted to city since second half of
2019. Need to go through the applications to identify those interested in PRNR, and will then
email as to whether they are still interested. Paul is among the applicants and we are eager to
recommend his appointment. No word from the Mayor or anyone about next steps.
-Jeanne with CCETC is hosting a Natural Areas Volunteer training in May (first two Mondays).
Monika will send link with info to share with potential volunteers.

-Jim/Cass Park – Lots of field and rink reservations. Working with Health Dept for guidance on
gatherings. Question asked about Ithaca Children’s Garden building construction and new
parking lot – no timeline has been set for this as funding needs to be secured first.
-Stewart Park Clean up will take place on Saturday, April 17 from 10-noon.
-No word on the Arboretum designation for the Cemetery, however, Ellen reported work is being
done to repair a vault and that a new section of the Cemetery was uncovered.
-Signage for Parks – Jeanne indicated she has the software now to customize the signs for
each park. Needs Ellen to send her the file.
Adjourned at 7:30 PM

