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CALL TO ORDER
1.1 Additions to or Deletions from the Agenda
1.2 Proclamations/Awards
 Quarterly Employee Recognition Award
1.3 Special Presentations Before Council
 Reimagining Public Safety Collaborative
1.4 Reports of Municipal Officials
2.1 Petitions and Hearings of Persons before Council
2.2 Privilege of the Floor – Mayor and Council
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Eric Rosario &
Karen Yearwood
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3.1 GIAC – Amendment to Personnel Roster
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3.3 Approval of Modifications to the Allocation of Grant
Funding Under the 2021 New York Main Street Grant
Program
3.4 PIT - Approval of Outdoor Dining Alcohol Permits
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CITY ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE
Yes
4.1 DPW - Supplemental Agreement for East
State/MLK Jr. Street Mill & Pave
Yes
4.2 IURA - Community Housing Development Fund,
Round #22 — Authorize Disbursement of Funds
Pursuant to an Executed MOU
4.3 Authorize Eminent Domain Proceeding to Acquire Yes
Easement for Improvement of Water System –
Negative Declaration of Environmental Significance
4.4 Authorize Eminent Domain Proceeding to Acquire
Easement for Improvement of Water System –
Declaration of Lead Agency
4.5 Authorize Eminent Domain Proceeding to Acquire Yes
Easement for Improvement of Water System
4.6 MOU’s for Outside Organizations Funded in 2022 Yes
Budget
No
4.7 Report of the City Controller
PLANNING & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
COMMITTEE
5.1 Amendment #2 to the 2021 HUD Action Plan –
Finger Lakes ReUse, Inc.
COUNCIL APPOINTMENTS
6.1 Appointments to the Local Assessment
Review Board
REPORTS FROM COUNCIL & STAFF
7.1 Reports of Special Committees
7.2 Reports of Common Council Liaisons
7.3 Report of City Clerk
7.4 Report of City Attorney
MEETING WRAP-UP
8.1 Adjournment
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Director of Engineering 10 Mins
Logue
Community
5 Mins
Development Director
Bohn
Attorney’s Office
5 Mins
5 Mins
15 Mins
City Controller Thayer 10 Mins
City Controller Thayer 10 Mins

Yes

Community
Development Director
Bohn

5 Mins

Yes

Common Council

5 Mins

No

Common Council and
Staff

10 Mins

No

Acting Mayor
Lewis

5 Mins

How to Participate in Public Comment Virtually
Email Common Council Through the Agenda Link
Written comments can be submitted to Common Council using this form: Common Council
Public Comment Form Comments should be submitted no later than 5:00 pm on the day of
the meeting. These comments will not be read into the record but will be included as an
attachment to the meeting minutes. Any comments received after 5:00 pm will be saved for
the next meeting.
Register to Speak at the Meeting Via Zoom
At 9:00 am on the day of the Common Council meeting, a link will be opened on the Common
Council webpage for people to register to speak at the beginning of the meeting. The first
hour of the meeting will be dedicated to public speaking. Registration will close at 3:00 pm in
order to allow time to calculate how long each person will be allowed to speak. If you register,
you will be emailed the Zoom link later that day. Use that link to sign in and enter the Zoom
meeting. You will be selected to speak in the order that you were registered. You must be
present in the meeting when it is your turn to speak, or you will forfeit your time. You can use
video or telephone to participate.
Questions about the meeting protocol can be forwarded to City Clerk Julie Conley Holcomb
at (607) 274-6570 or jholcomb@cityofithaca.org in advance of the meeting.

CONSENT AGENDA:
CITY ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE:
3.1 GIAC – Amendment to Personnel Roster
WHEREAS, the Greater Ithaca Activities Center (GIAC), has historically provided a safe and
reliable space to accommodate job relief, community service, or part-time seasonal workers;
and
WHEREAS, local courts, justice organizations, social services organizations, higher education
institutions, and job training organizations have sought out and come to rely on GIAC as a
partner for placing community service and job training participants; and
WHEREAS, GIAC’s Custodial Worker is often needed to supervise seasonal custodial staff,
volunteers and/or community service placements, many of whom help GIAC meet its custodial
needs throughout the year; and
WHEREAS, the current title and duties of Custodial Worker do not include nor compensate for
supervisory responsibilities; and
WHEREAS, changing the position to a working supervisor, such as Custodian would legally
allow for the supervision to happen; now, therefore, be it
RESOLVED, That the Personnel Roster of the Greater Ithaca Activities Center be amended as
follows:
Add:
Unfund:

One (1) Custodian (40 hours/week)
One (1) Custodial Worker (40 hours/week)

and be it further
RESOLVED, That the position of Custodian shall be assigned to the CSEA DPW Unit
Compensation Plan at salary grade 4, and be it further
RESOLVED, That for the sole purpose of determining days worked reportable to the
New York State and Local Employees Retirement System the standard workday for
this position shall be established at eight (8) hours per day (forty (40) hours per week), and be
it further
RESOLVED, That funding for this position shall be derived from the approved 2022
departmental budget.

3.2 DPW - Stewart Avenue Bridge Project
WHEREAS, a project for the rehabilitation of the Stewart Avenue Bridge over Fall Creek, P.I.N.
375669(“the Project”) is eligible for funding under Title 23 U.S. Code as administered by the
Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), as amended, that calls for the apportionment of the
costs such program to be borne at the ratio of 80% Federal funds and 20% non-Federal funds;
and
WHEREAS, the City of Ithaca desires to advance the Project by making a commitment of
100% of the non-Federal share of the costs of Scoping, Preliminary Design, and Detail Design;
and
WHEREAS, this project constitutes a reconstruction of facility in-kind on the same site as well
as maintenance or repair involving no substantial change in an existing facility, and is therefore
a Type II action under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) Regulation and in
accordance with 6 NYCRR Part 617 requiring no environmental review; and
WHEREAS, on February 2, 2022, $110,000 (80% Federal/15% State/5% Local Share) project
funding for the project made available by the New York State Department of Transportation to
cover the cost of participation in Scoping, Preliminary Design, and Detailed Design; now
therefore, be it
RESOLVED, That Common Council hereby authorizes the City of Ithaca to pay in the first
instance 100% of the Federal and non-Federal share of the cost of Scoping, Preliminary
Design, and Detail Design thereof, and be it further
RESOLVED, That Common Council hereby establishes Capital Project 910 Improvement of
Stewart Avenue Bridge over Fall Creek in an amount not to exceed $110,000, and be it further
RESOLVED, That the sum of $110,000 is hereby appropriated from Capital Project #910 and
made available to cover the cost of participation in the above phases of the project, and it is
further
RESOLVED, That in the event the full Federal and non-Federal share costs of the project
exceeds the amount appropriated above, Common Council of the City of Ithaca shall convene
as soon as possible to appropriate said excess amount immediately upon the notification by
the NYSDOT thereof, and be it further
RESOLVED, That funds needed for said project shall be derived from the issuance of Serial
Bonds with the City’s estimated share of the project cost not to exceed 5% or $5,500, and it is
further
RESOLVED, That the Mayor of the City of Ithaca of the County of Tompkins be and is hereby
authorized to sign all necessary Agreements with New York State Department of
Transportation to secure Federal Aid and Marchiselli Aid on behalf of the City of Ithaca and the
Superintendent of Public Works is authorized to sign all necessary construction documents,
contracts, certifications and reimbursement requests, and be it further
RESOLVED, That the Superintendent of Public Works be and is hereby authorized to
administer the above project, and be it further

RESOLVED, That a certified copy of this resolution be filed with the New York State
Commissioner of Transportation by attaching it to any necessary Agreement in connection with
the Project, and it is further
RESOLVED, That this resolution shall take effect immediately.

CITY OF ITHACA
108 East Green Street, Ithaca, New York 14850-6590
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS
Michael J. Thorne, P.E.
Superintendent
Telephone: 607/274-6527
Fax: 607/274-6587

MEMORANDUM
TO:
FROM:
DATE:
RE:

City Administration Committee
Addisu Gebre, Bridge Systems Engineer
February 16, 2022
Stewart Avenue Bridge over Fall Creek Rehabilitation Project

Please find attached a resolution seeking Common Council authorization to pay 100% of the
Federal and non-Federal share of the project cost in the first instance.
On February 2nd, 2022, $110,000 in federal funding for the project was made available by the
New York State Department of Transportation to cover the cost of participation in Scoping and
Preliminary Design. The City of Ithaca will be reimbursed for 95% of the eligible project cost up
to $104,500. After that, any additional cost up to the total authorization will be the City’s
responsibility.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------The project will include rehabilitating the existing bridge to eliminate structural deficiencies and
reconstructing the immediate approaches. Construction is scheduled for 2024 spring, and a
public information meeting will be scheduled later this year.
If you have any questions, please call me @ 607-274-6530 or email me agebre@cityofithaca.org

cc: Tim Logue, Director of Engineering Services

“An Equal Opportunity Employer with a commitment to workforce diversification.”

3.3 Approval of Modifications to the Allocation of Grant Funding Under the 2021 New
York Main Street Grant Program
WHEREAS, in 2021 the City of Ithaca Common Council adopted a resolution supporting the
Downtown Ithaca Alliance (DIA) grant request to the New York Main Street Program; and
WHEREAS, the DIA was awarded $483,000 in 2021 New York Main Street funding; and
WHEREAS, the initial grant application included the allocation of $450,000 to support the
rehabilitation of four (4) downtown buildings, one for $150,000 and three for $100,000 each;
and
WHEREAS, after award, three of the initial properties withdrew their interest in participation
due to pandemic driven construction cost escalation and difficulty working with New York State
grant requirements; and
WHEREAS, the DIA issued a second request for projects from property owners within the
downtown target area and received three proposals; and
WHEREAS, the DIA’s Business Retention & Development Committee, following NYMS
guidelines, reviewed and selected two projects to receive funding in the amounts of:
‐
‐

$350,000 for the creation of 12 units of housing in the 117 South Cayuga Street property
controlled by Urban Core, LLC; and
$100,000 for the creation of 2 units of housing in the 108 West State Street property
owned by STREAM Collaborative (Jen & Noah Demarest); and

WHEREAS, the New York State Main Street Grant Program has indicated a willingness to
accept this reallocation of funds subject to receiving a resolution of support from the City of
Ithaca Common Council; now therefore be it
RESOVLED, That City of Ithaca Common Council does hereby endorse and support the
revised allocation of funds for the Downtown Ithaca Alliance 2021 New York Main Street grant
as follows:
o $350,000 to be allocated to the rehabilitation of 117 South Cayuga Street,
resulting in the creation of 12 units of apartment housing; and
o $100,000 to be allocated to the rehabilitation of 108 West State Street, resulting
in the creation of 2 units of apartment housing.

February 11, 2022
TO:

City of Ithaca Common Council
Mayor Laura Lewis
Tom Knipe

FROM: Gary Ferguson, Downtown Ithaca Alliance
RE:

Resolution from Common Council Supporting Revision to the DIA 2021 NYMS Program

The Downtown Ithaca Alliance (DIA) has formally requested that the New York State Main Street
Program revise its allocation of grant dollars to specific projects. The State is willing to proceed with this
request but asks that we provide a resolution of support from our Common Council.
The DIA received an award in early 2021 of $483,000 from the State of New York Main Street Program
(NYMS) for the renovation of downtown buildings. This included the creation/rehabilitation of units of
housing and commercial units. The City of Ithaca Common Council provided a required resolution of
support for this grant.
We originally proposed four separate downtown buildings, to split the $450,000 allocated to
construction related work. (The remaining $33,000 is reserved for program administration.) Three of
these properties eventually withdrew from the program, citing complication pertaining to following
state requirements and accommodating the rapidly escalating construction costs caused by the
pandemic.
At the suggestion of the NYMS program, the DIA reissued a request for projects from downtown
property owners for the construction funds. One building included in the original 2021 list of properties,
117 S. Cayuga Street, wanted to continue to participate, but for a larger project requiring more NYMS
funding.
The call for projects generated three applications. The DIA’s review committee (its standing Downtown
Business Retention and Development Committee) reviewed these submissions as requested by NYMS
and recommended the following two projects for reallocation of funds:
-

117 South Cayuga Street
($350,000)
to create 12 units of housing
(project to be undertaken by John Guttridge, Urban Core, LLC)

-

108 West State Street
($100,000)
to create 2 units of housing
(project to be undertaken by STREAM Collaborative and property owner Jen/Noah Demarest)

Both projects are prepared to proceed and the State appears ready to grant this reallocation of funds,
subject to a resolution of support from the City of Ithaca Common Council. We ask that the Common
Council approve the attached resolution of support at their March 2022 meeting.

Department of Public Information & Technology:
3.4 Approval of Outdoor Dining Alcohol Permits
WHEREAS, several downtown restaurants have requested permission to utilize certain areas
along the Primary and Secondary Commons and sidewalks in the downtown core for outdoor
dining, and
WHEREAS, the Downtown Ithaca Alliance has requested permission for wine, beer, and hard
cider tasting and sales as part of their special events for 2022, and
WHEREAS, it is Common Council's responsibility to determine whether or not to allow the
serving and consumption of alcohol on City property, and
WHEREAS, Common Council has determined that the use of public property for outdoor dining
and special events including the responsible sale and consumption of alcohol, plays an
important role in the vibrancy of the downtown business district, and
WHEREAS, Common Council has determined that any use of this or similar public property
involving the sale and consumption of alcohol should be covered by a minimum of $1,000,000
insurance under the Dram Shop Act; now, therefore be it
RESOLVED, For the year 2022, Common Council hereby approves the following revocable
alcoholic beverage permits for the outdoor sale and consumption of alcohol in accord with the
terms and conditions set forth in their applications, including minimum Dram Shop coverage in
the amount of $1,000,000 and the approval of an outdoor dining permit:
Bickering Twins Restaurant
Mahogany Grill
Mercato Bar & Kitchen
Ithaca Ale House

Red’s Place
Café Cent Dix
Lev Kitchen

and, be it further
RESOLVED, That the Downtown Ithaca Alliance be authorized to arrange for wine, beer, and
hard cider tasting and sale of bottled wine, beer, and hard cider at booths during their special
events between the dates of January 1 to December 31, 2022, and shall comply with all
applicable state and local laws, and, be it further
RESOLVED, That the Downtown Ithaca Alliance or the participating winery or cider company
shall agree to maintain liability insurance in the amount of $1,000,000.00 and Dram Shop Act
coverage in the minimum amount of $1,000,000.00 naming the City of Ithaca as an additional
insured and shall provide evidence of such insurance to the City Clerk prior to the event.

CITY ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE:
4.1 DPW - Supplemental Agreement for East State/MLK Jr. Street Mill & Pave
A resolution authorizing implementation and funding in the first instance 100% of the
federal aid-eligible costs and State “Marchiselli” program-aid eligible costs, of a
transportation federal-aid project, and appropriating funds therefore.
WHEREAS, a Project for the State St (Rt 79) Mill and Pave, P.I.N. 375620 (the “Project”) is
eligible for funding under Title 23 U.S. Code, as amended, that calls for the apportionment of
the costs of such program to be borne at the ratio of 80% Federal funds and 20% non-federal
funds; and
WHEREAS, Common Council approved a Master Agreement for this project in January 2021;
and
WHEREAS, on February 2, 2022, the New York State Department of Transportation has
provided Supplemental Agreement No. 1 for this project; and
WHEREAS, the City of Ithaca desires to advance the Project by making a commitment of
100% of the non-federal share of the costs of Preliminary Engineering/Design; and
WHEREAS, preliminary engineering and design are exempt from further environmental review
as Type II actions, now, therefore, the Common Council; now therefore be it
RESOLVED, That the Common Council hereby approves the above-subject project, subject to
further environmental review of construction, and be it further
RESOLVED, That the Common Council hereby authorizes the City of Ithaca to pay in the first
instance 100% of the federal and non-federal share of the cost of Preliminary
Engineering/Design work for the Project or portions thereof, and be it further
RESOLVED, That the sum of $100,000 is hereby appropriated from the issuance of serial
bonds and made available to cover the cost of participation in the above phase of the Project,
and be it further
RESOLVED, That Common Council hereby amends Capital Project # 880, East State/MLK Jr.
Street Mill & Pave, to include the additional Project costs of $100,000, bringing the total
authorization to $400,000, and be it further
RESOLVED, That in the event the full federal and non-federal share costs of the project
exceeds the amount appropriated above, the Common Council of the City of Ithaca shall
convene as soon as possible to appropriate said excess amount immediately upon the
notification by the NYSDOT thereof, and be it further
RESOLVED, That the Mayor of the City of Ithaca be and is hereby authorized to execute all
necessary Agreements, and the Superintendent of Public Works is hereby authorized to
execute all necessary certifications or reimbursement requests for Federal Aid on behalf of the
City of Ithaca with the New York State Department of Transportation in connection with the
advancement or approval of the Project and providing for the administration of the Project and
the municipality’s first instance funding of Project costs and permanent funding of the local

share of federal-aid and state-aid eligible Project costs and all Project costs within
appropriations therefore that are not so eligible, and be it further
RESOLVED, That this project be undertaken with the understanding that the final cost of the
Project to the City of Ithaca will be roughly 20% of said portion, currently estimated at $80,000
of the $400,000 authorized for this portion of the project, in monies and in-kind services as
managed by the Superintendent of Public Works and monitored by the City Controller, and be it
further
RESOLVED, That a certified copy of this resolution be filed with the New York State
Commissioner of Transportation by attaching it to any necessary Agreement in connection with
the Project, and it is further
RESOLVED, This Resolution shall take effect immediately.

CITY OF ITHACA
108 East Green Street, Ithaca, New York 14850-5690
Department of Public Works - Engineering Division
Telephone: 607 / 274-6530
Fax: 607 / 274-6487

To:
From:
Date:
Re:

City Administration Committee
Tim Logue, Director of Engineering
February 10, 2022
Supplemental Agreement for East State/MLK Jr. Street Mill & Pave

Please find enclosed a resolution authorizing a supplemental agreement with NYSDOT
for additional funding for CP 880, East State Street Mill & Pave project. This is a federalaid project to rehabilitate the pavement on East State/MLK Jr. Street, from near the
Tuning Fork intersection to approximately Eddy Street and Common Council
authorized the master agreement in January 2021.
Recently, in anticipation of updating its Transportation Improvement Program, the
Ithaca Tompkins County Transportation Council requested updated information for
projects in the program, including this one. A conversation ensued with NYSDOT about
the possibility of extending the extent of the project from Eddy Street up to the
intersection with Mitchell Street and accelerating the project from the scheduled
construction of 2024 to the summer of 2023. In order to do this, the City would need to
take on additional expenses for engineering. We asked if DOT could make additional
funding available for reimbursement purposes and I am happy to report that they have
done so. This supplemental agreement allows for an additional $100,000 in project costs,
of which $80,000 would be reimbursable with federal aid. So, the City’s costs for this
additional work would not exceed $20,000. At this time, there is not additional state aid
(known as Marchiselli funds), but these may become available at a later date when the
next state budget is approved.
At this time, the construction funds are not yet approved for 2023 work or for the
additional extension to the east. I think there is a good chance that that will happen later
this year through the ITCTC TIP update, and that it is wise of the City to make the small
investment in the engineering phase in order to be in the best position to expand and
accelerate this project. If you’ve biked or driven on the street, I probably don’t need to
explain much more.

"An Equal Opportunity Employer with a commitment to workforce diversification."

4.2 IURA - Community Housing Development Fund, Round #22 — Authorize Disbursement
of Funds Pursuant to an Executed MOU
WHEREAS, the Community Housing Development Fund (CHDF) was established in 2009, and
renewed in 2015 and 2021, by Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) among and between the
City of Ithaca, Tompkins County and Cornell University to raise and award funds to increase the
supply of permanently affordable housing in the County; and
WHEREAS, the Common Council determined that City contributions to the CHDF should be used
solely to assist those projects located within the City of Ithaca; and
WHEREAS, the Program Oversight Committee, which includes three City appointees, reviews,
and recommends projects for awards, including the amount and funding source; and
WHEREAS, the City of Ithaca Common Council retains authority to approve, modify or reject the
POC’s recommendation for use of City funds; and
WHEREAS, action to authorize disbursement of City funds requires prior completion of
environmental review for housing projects; and
WHEREAS, the POC recommends the following affordable housing projects for funding:
Community Housing Development Fund

and

Round #22 Recommended Funding Awards
Project

IHA/CHDC

Northside
Apartments –
Additional
Award

Electrify
82
(C) Ithaca
rentals

0

40

100

140

Habitat

417 S Aurora
St & 109
Morris Ave
Home
Revitalization

2 forsale

(C) Ithaca

0

70

0

70

INHS

110 Auburn
& 215
2 forCleveland
sale
Ave
Rehabilitation

(C) Ithaca

0

120

0

120

INHS

Village Grove
Townhouses

(V)T-burg

200.01

39.99

0

240

200.10

269.99

100

570

Totals

# Units

4 forsale
8 new
units

Municipality

Funding ($1,000s)

Applicant

Cornell County

City

Total

WHEREAS, pursuant to the MOU, Tompkins County administers the CHDF, including collection
of contributions to the CHDF and distribution of funds to project sponsors; and
WHEREAS, the Northside Apartments project completed environmental review by the City
Planning and Development Board and is scheduled to close on financing in March 2022; and
WHEREAS, the City previously authorized disbursement of $102,200 for the project; and
WHEREAS, additional requested funding for the Northside Apartment project will enable the
project to construct units with full electrification with no on-site fossil fuel use; and
WHEREAS, annual City contributions to the CHDF are placed in Restricted Contingency; now;
therefore, be it
RESOLVED, That the Common Council for the City of Ithaca hereby authorizes an expenditure of
up to $100,000 to Tompkins County for the following affordable housing project to implement a
recommended funding award for rounds #22 of the Community Housing Development Fund:
Project Name:
Location:
Applicant:
Project Summary:

Northside Apartments
Hancock Street, Ithaca, NY
Cayuga Housing Development Corp., an affiliate of Ithaca
Housing Authority
Additional award to install electric heating pumps in place of
planned natural gas for the 82 newly constructed rental housing
units

and be it further,
RESOLVED, That Common Council hereby directs the Controller to release housing funds in
an amount not to exceed $100,000 from account A1990 Restricted Contingency and transfer
the fund to account A8020-5435 Planning Contracts, and be it further
RESOLVED, That the $100,000 be appropriated from the current balance in the Housing Fund
of $180,000, to fund the $100,000 City portion of the City/County/Cornell Housing Trust for the
above listed project, and be it further
RESOLVED, That upon receipt of an invoice from Tompkins County, the City Controller is hereby
authorized to implement this resolution.

108 E. Green St.
Third Floor, City of
Ithaca (City Hall)Ithaca,
NY 14850
Tel: (607) 274-6565

MEMORANDUM
To:
From:
Subject:
Date:

City Administration Committee members
Nels Bohn, IURA Director of Community Development
Additional Community Housing Development Fund Award to Northside
Apartments
February 14, 2022

The proposed resolution authorizes City disbursement of an additional $100,000 to support the Ithaca
Housing Authority’s Northside Apartments project. The City previously authorized $102,200 to assist in
construction of the project. The additional funding will enable the project to afford installation of air source
heat pumps in lieu of the originally planned natural gas-fired heating systems.
With proposed City and County approvals, the Northside Apartments project will receive a total of $300,000
through the Community Housing Development Fund (CHDF), of which the City of Ithaca will fund $202,200
and Tompkins County will provide $97,800.
Following is background information prepared by Megan McDonald, Deputy Commissioner of Planning and
Sustainability, to support a proposed resolution authorizing an additional County funding for the project.
Program Background
The CHDF is a joint effort of partners Tompkins County, the City of Ithaca, and Cornell University. The
purpose of the fund is to help communities and organizations throughout Tompkins County respond to the
diverse affordable housing needs of its residents by providing grants towards construction or rehabilitation of
permanently affordable housing units. To date the fund has committed $5,959,865 in local funding to 810 units
of affordable housing. Local funding has been highly leveraged resulting in over $250 million total investment.
Project Background
In 2020, the Cayuga Housing Development Corporation and Ithaca Housing Authority successfully applied
for a CHDF award in the amount of $160,000 to replace the existing 70-unit Northside Apartments in the City
of Ithaca with 82 newly constructed units. This redevelopment is part of the Ithaca Housing Authority’s
participation in the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) Rental Assistance
Demonstration (RAD) Program to help Public Housing Authorities access funding to make needed
improvements to public housing units.
The maximum funding the applicant could have requested was $300,000, however only $160,000 was
requested. The County authorized $57,800 towards this award and the City of Ithaca $102,200. The County
also authorized a PILOT agreement for this project alongside Ithaca Housing Authority’s other properties at
that time.

Green New Deal
The project team originally indicated an intention to pursue full electrification of the project so there would be
no on-site fossil fuel use. However, as the project design progressed it was found that heat pump installation
would cost at least $441,000 more than using natural gas. Unfortunately, new funding sources intended to help
electrify and reduce greenhouse gas emissions in affordable housing development are not yet available, and
any delay to closing this project’s financing with the State would impact public housing residents who have
been relocated in anticipation of construction.
County staff, CHDF Program Oversight Committee members and NYS Homes and Community Renewal
(HCR) staff discussed options to fill the gap in order to avoid the need to retrofit the project in later years to
comply with local and state energy and greenhouse gas emissions goals. HCR staff agreed to work with the
developer to cover the remaining funding gap if the CHDF award were increased to the maximum allowable
for rental projects under the program - $300,000, or $140,000 more than the original $160,000 award. The
CHDF Program Oversight Committee recommends doing so using an additional $40,000 in County funds and
an additional $100,000 in City of Ithaca funds. The City of Ithaca is scheduled to act to authorize its additional
funding at its March 3, 2022, Common Council meeting.

Cc: L. Nicholas, Acting Director of Planning & Development
F. Vavra, Chief of Staff
S. Thayer, City Controller

4.3 Authorize Eminent Domain Proceeding to Acquire Easement for Improvement of
Water System - Negative Declaration of Environmental Significance
WHEREAS, Common Council proposes to authorize the acquisition of an easement by
eminent domain for the purposes of improving the City’s water system, and
WHEREAS, This is an Unlisted Action under the City of Ithaca Environmental Quality Review
Ordinance §176-4 and the State Environmental Quality Review Act (“SEQRA”) §617.4 b. and is
subject to environmental review, and
WHEREAS, Common Council, as the agency having primary responsibility for approving and
funding or carrying out the action did, on March 2, 2022, declare itself Lead Agency in
Environmental Review, and
WHEREAS, Common Council, acting as Lead Agency, has on March 2, 2022, reviewed and
accepted as complete a Full Environmental Assessment Form, Parts 1, 2 & 3 prepared by the
Attorney’s Office and other related materials, and
WHEREAS, Common Council, acting as Lead Agency, after completing a thorough analysis of
the Environmental Information and potential environmental impacts associated with the action,
has determined, as more clearly elaborated in the FEAF, that proposed amendment will not
have any potentially significant adverse environmental impacts, now, therefore, be it
RESOLVED, That Common Council determines that the proposed amendment will result in no
significant adverse impact on the environment and this Resolution, which was adopted by a
majority vote of Council, shall serve as the Negative Declaration (as defined in 6 N.Y.C.R.R.
617.2(y)) for the action, and is issued by Common Council, acting as Lead Agency pursuant to
and in accordance with SEQRA in a coordinated environmental review.

4.4 Authorize Eminent Domain Proceeding to Acquire Easement for Improvement of
Water System - Declaration of Lead Agency
WHEREAS, 6 NYCRR Part 617 of the State Environmental Quality Review Law and Chapter
176.6 of the City Code, Environmental Quality Review, require that a lead agency be
established for conducting environmental review of projects in accordance with local and state
environmental law, and
WHEREAS, State Law specifies that for actions governed by local environmental review, the
lead agency shall be that local agency which has primary responsibility for approving and
funding or carrying out the action, and
WHEREAS, Common Council proposes to authorize the acquisition of an easement by
eminent domain for the purposes of improving the City’s water system, and
WHEREAS, This is an Unlisted Action under the City of Ithaca Environmental Quality Review
Ordinance §176-4 and the State Environmental Quality Review Act (“SEQRA”) §617.4 b. and is
subject to environmental review, now therefore be it
RESOLVED, That the City of Ithaca Common Council, as the agency having primary
responsibility for approving and funding or carrying out the action does, by way of this
resolution, declare itself Lead Agency in Environmental Review for the proposed acquisition of
land.

4.5 Authorize Eminent Domain Proceeding to Acquire Easement for Improvement of
Water System
WHEREAS, the City of Ithaca (“City”) operates a municipal water system through its
Department of Public Works; and
WHEREAS, the City currently maintains two water main lines on South Hill in the vicinity of
South Aurora Street and Hudson Place near the City border with the Town of Ithaca; and
WHEREAS, the City desires to connect these two water mains in order to create a loop in the
system, which would improve circulation, water quality, and fire flows for the benefit of the
general public and City water users; and
WHEREAS, in order to connect the two water main lines, the City must obtain a property
interest in a portion of the land located at 117-119 Coddington Road (Tax Parcel 115-2-1.1),
which interest will consist of an approximately 20-foot-wide easement over approximately 1390
square feet of land that will enable the City to locate a water main extension underneath the
subject property; and
WHEREAS, Common Council, acting as Lead Agency in Environmental Review, has examined
the acquisition of property for the purposes of extending the water main as required by the City
of Ithaca Environmental Quality Review Ordinance and the State Environmental Quality
Review Act and issued a Negative Declaration dated March 2, 2022; and
WHEREAS, the land in which the property interest will be acquired contains no structures and
consists solely of unimproved yard space; and
WHEREAS, the proposed water main extension will be located underground and will not
unreasonably interfere with use of the property; and
WHEREAS, there are no reasonably feasible or cost-effective alternatives for routing the water
main extension; and
WHEREAS, the City has engaged a consultant to obtain an appraisal to value the proposed
easement; and
WHEREAS, the appraised value of the proposed easement is $3,700; and
WHEREAS, the City has made a formal offer to the property owner to acquire the easement for
its full value of $3,700; and
WHEREAS, the property owner has not accepted the City’s offer; and
WHEREAS, Section 74 of the General Municipal Law authorizes the City to acquire title to
property by condemnation in the event that agreement with a property owner cannot be
reached; and
WHEREAS, in the event that the property owner rejects or fails to respond to the offer, the City
desires to obtain the required interest in the property by eminent domain for the purpose of
expanding and improving the City’s water system; and

WHEREAS, the Eminent Domain Procedure Law (“EDPL”) sets forth the procedures by which
the City may exercise its powers of eminent domain; now, therefore, be it
RESOLVED, That Common Council authorizes the use of the City’s eminent domain powers
for the purpose of obtaining an interest in the property located at 117-119 Coddington Road in
the event that the property owner rejects or fails to respond to the City’s offer for the acquisition
of the property interest; and be it further
RESOLVED, That Common Council finds that the acquisition of the property interest will serve
a public purpose by enabling the installation of a water main extension that will improve water
circulation, water quality, and fire flows to the benefit of the general public and City water users;
and be it further
RESOLVED, That Common Council determines that condemnation of the property interest—
which is valued at $3,700, is limited in size to approximately 1390 square feet of unimproved
land, and will result in the siting a subsurface water main that will not unreasonably interfere
with use of the property—is an acquisition de minimis in nature so that the public interest will
not be prejudiced by the construction of the project, as provided in EDPL 206(D); and be it
further
RESLOVED, That, in consideration of the foregoing, the City determines that the
condemnation qualifies for exemption as provided in EDPL 206; and be it further
RESOLVED, That the Department of Public Works, in conjunction with the City Attorney, is
authorized and requested to act on behalf of the City with respect to acquiring the interest in
the subject property through exercise of the City’s eminent domain powers, including without
limitation by filing or causing to be filed any necessary legal proceedings, engaging any
consultant or counsel to assist with the condemnation, and expending any funds necessary to
complete the condemnation, provided, however, that said funds shall be provided from
previously authorized departmental operating budgets or applicable capital project accounts

Short Environmental Assessment Form
Part 1 - Project Information
Instructions for Completing
Part 1 – Project Information. The applicant or project sponsor is responsible for the completion of Part 1. Responses become part of the

application for approval or funding, are subject to public review, and may be subject to further verification. Complete Part 1 based on
information currently available. If additional research or investigation would be needed to fully respond to any item, please answer as
thoroughly as possible based on current information.
Complete all items in Part 1. You may also provide any additional information which you believe will be needed by or useful to the
lead agency; attach additional pages as necessary to supplement any item.
Part 1 – Project and Sponsor Information
Name of Action or Project:
Eminent Domain for Hudson Place Water Main Extension

Project Location (describe, and attach a location map):
117-119 Coddington Road (see map)

Brief Description of Proposed Action:
In the the event that a negotiated purchase of an easement with the owner of 117-119 Coddington Road cannot be reached, the City of Ithaca
proposes to acquire an easement through eminent domain. The easement will be used to site a 12" water main extension which will connect two
existing water mains, improving circulation, water quality, and fire flows in the water system.

Name of Applicant or Sponsor:

Telephone: (607) 274 6504
E-Mail: vkessler@cityofithaca.org

Victor Kessler, on behalf of the City of Ithaca

Address:
108 E. Green Street, 4th Floor

City/PO:

State:

Ithaca

NY

Zip Code:
14850

1.

Does the proposed action only involve the legislative adoption of a plan, local law, ordinance,
administrative rule, or regulation?
If Yes, attach a narrative description of the intent of the proposed action and the environmental resources that
may be affected in the municipality and proceed to Part 2. If no, continue to question 2.

NO

2. Does the proposed action require a permit, approval or funding from any other government Agency?
If Yes, list agency(s) name and permit or approval: Common Council authorization to exercise eminent domain power

NO

3.




a. Total acreage of the site of the proposed action?
b. Total acreage to be physically disturbed?
c. Total acreage (project site and any contiguous properties) owned
or controlled by the applicant or project sponsor?

✔
YES

✔

0.03 acres
__________
__________
0.03 acres

__________0 acres

Check all land uses that occur on, DUHadjoining RU near the proposed actioQ

Rural (non-agriculture) ,ndustrial Commercial ✔  Residential (suburban)
ƑForest Agriculture $TXDWLF2WKHU 6SHFLI\ 
ƑParkland
✔ 8UEDQ
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YES

SEAF 2019

5.

6.

Is the proposed action,

NO

YES

N/A

a.

A permitted use under the zoning regulations?

✔

b.

Consistent with the adopted comprehensive plan?

✔

Is the proposed action consistent with the predominant character of the existing built or natural landscape?

NO

YES

✔
7.

Is the site of the proposed action located in, or does it adjoin, a state listed Critical Environmental Area?

If Yes, identify: ________________________________________________________________________________



a.

Will the proposed action result in a substantial increase in traffic above present levels?

E

Are public transportation services available at or near the site of the proposed action?

YES

✔
NO

YES

✔
✔

F

9.

Are any pedestrian accommodations or bicycle routes available on or near WKHsite of the proposed
action?
Does the proposed action meet or exceed the state energy code requirements?

NO

✔
NO

YES

NO

YES

If the proposed action will exceed requirements, describe design features and technologies:
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
N/A
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
10. Will the proposed action connect to an existing public/private water supply?
If No, describe method for providing potable ZDWHU: _________________________________________

✔

_____________________________________________________________________________________________
11. Will the proposed action connect to existing wastewater utilities?

NO

YES

NO

YES

If No, describe method for providing wastewater treatment: ______________________________________
N/A

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

 D'RHVWKHSURMHFWVLWHFRQWDLQRULVLWVXEVWDQWLDOO\FRQWLJXRXVWRDEXLOGLQJDUFKDHRORJLFDOVLWHRUGLVWULFW
ZKLFKLVOLVWHGRQWKH1DWLRQDORU6WDWH5HJLVWHURI+LVWRULF3ODFHVRUWKDWKDVEHHQGHWHUPLQHGE\WKH
&RPPLVVLRQHURIWKH1<62IILFHRI3DUNV5HFUHDWLRQDQG+LVWRULF3UHVHUYDWLRQWREHHOLJLEOHIRUOLVWLQJRQWKH
6WDWH5HJLVWHURI+LVWRULF3ODFHV"
E ,VWKHSURMHFWVLWHRUDQ\SRUWLRQRILWORFDWHGLQRUDGMDFHQWWRDQDUHDGHVLJQDWHGDVVHQVLWLYHIRU
DUFKDHRORJLFDOVLWHVRQWKH1<6WDWH+LVWRULF3UHVHUYDWLRQ2IILFH 6+32 DUFKDHRORJLFDOVLWHLQYHQWRU\"
 D. Does any portion of the site of the proposed action, or lands adjoining the proposed action, contain
wetlands or other waterbodies regulated by a federal, state or local agency?
E Would the proposed action physically alter, or encroach into, any existing wetland or waterbody?
If Yes, identify the wetland or waterbody and extent of alterations in square feet or acres: _____________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
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✔
✔
NO

✔
✔

YES
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Eminent Domain for Hudson Extension
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Part 2 LVWREHFRPSOHWHGE\WKH/HDG$JHQF\
Answer all of the following questions in Part 2 using the information contained in Part 1 and other materials submitted by
the project sponsor or otherwise available to the reviewer. When answering the questions the reviewer should be guided by
the concept “Have my responses been reasonable considering the scale and context of the proposed action?”

No, or
small
impact
may
occur
1.

Will the proposed action create a material conflict with an adopted land use plan or zoning
regulations?

✔

2. Will the proposed action result in a change in the use or intensity of use of land?

✔

3. Will the proposed action impair the character or quality of the existing community?

✔

4. Will the proposed action have an impact on the environmental characteristics that caused the
establishment of a Critical Environmental Area (CEA)?

✔

5. Will the proposed action result in an adverse change in the existing level of traffic or
affect existing infrastructure for mass transit, biking or walkway?

✔

6.

Will the proposed action cause an increase in the use of energy and it fails to incorporate
reasonably available energy conservation or renewable energy opportunities?

✔

7. Will the proposed action impact existing:
a. public / private water supplies?

✔

b. public / private wastewater treatment utilities?

✔

8. Will the proposed action impair the character or quality of important historic, archaeological,
architectural or aesthetic resources?

✔

9. Will the proposed action result in an adverse change to natural resources (e.g., wetlands,
waterbodies, groundwater, air quality, flora and fauna)?

✔

10. Will the proposed action result in an increase in the potential for erosion, flooding or drainage
problems?

✔

11. Will the proposed action create a hazard to environmental resources or human health?

✔

PRINT FORM

Moderate
to large
impact
may
occur
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For every question in Part 2 that was answered “moderate to large impact may occur”, or if there is a need to explain why a
particular element of the proposed action may or will not result in a significant adverse environmental impact, please
complete Part 3. Part 3 should, in sufficient detail, identify the impact, including any measures or design elements that
have been included by the project sponsor to avoid or reduce impacts. Part 3 should also explain how the lead agency
determined that the impact may or will not be significant. Each potential impact should be assessed considering its setting,
probability of occurring, duration, irreversibility, geographic scope and magnitude. Also consider the potential for shortterm, long-term and cumulative impacts.
Exercising the City's eminent domain authority to acquire an easement over the subject property will not, in and of
itself, create an environmental impact. Acquiring the easement will enable the City to install a water main extension
which will have a significant positive impact on the public water supply by improving circulation, water quality, and
fire flows in the surrounding area by connecting two existing water main lines.

Check this box if you have determined, based on the information and analysis above, and any supporting documentation,
that the proposed action may result in one or more potentially large or significant adverse impacts and an
environmental impact statement is required.
✔ Check this box if you have determined, based on the information and analysis above, and any supporting documentation,
that the proposed action will not result in any significant adverse environmental impacts.
City of Ithaca Common Council
_________________________________________________
Name of Lead Agency

02/15/2022
_______________________________________________

Aaron Lavine
_________________________________________________

City
Attorney
_______________________________________________

Date

Print or Type
yp Name of Responsible Officer in Lead Agency
_________________________________________________
_______________
Signature off Responsible Officer in Lead Agency
Si

PRINT FORM

Title of Responsible Officer
_______________________________________________
Signature of Preparer (if different from Responsible Officer)
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4.6 MOU’s for Outside Organizations Funded in 2022 Budget
WHEREAS, the Common Council included within the 2022 budget funding in restricted
contingency for two new non-profits to which the City has not previously directed funding; and
WHEREAS, the Common Council additionally included funding for Southside Community
Center (“SSCC”), which it has long funded, subject to execution of annual MOU’s specifying
the community services that Southside is required to deliver in exchange for the City’s funding;
and
WHEREAS, the Human Services Coalition (“HSC”) periodically conducts program reviews of
various organizations funded by City and County funds, and has expressed its willingness to
assist the City with such reviews as contemplated by this resolution; now, therefore, be it
RESOLVED, That such funding as Council budgeted in restricted contingency for potential
expenditure on services to be rendered by Black Hands Universal (“BHU”) and Unbroken
Promises Initiative (“UPI”) shall be processed by the Common Council through satisfactory
review and approval of the program review and MOU’s required by the following provisions of
this resolution, and thereafter released from restricted contingency in such amount as the
Common Council may determine; and be it further
RESOLVED, That the City shall request that the HSC conduct, in the same manner as HSC
has for many other organizations receiving City or County funding, a program review of BHU
and UPI and SSCC, and provide the same to the Common Council for review; and be it further
RESOLVED, That upon Council approval of the program reviews, the Attorney’s Office shall
prepare for Council approval, separate MOU’s for SSCC, BHU, and UPI:





specifying the community services that each organization is required to deliver in
exchange for the City’s funding;
requiring each organization to prepare and, no later than September 1, 2022, file with
the City Controller for usage in the 2023 budget process, a report detailing the manner
in which City funds were expended by that organization in 2022, how many people were
served by that organization and in what manner; and
requiring each organization to agree to collaborate with and amongst SSCC, BHU, UPI,
GIAC, and IYB to the maximum extent possible to ensure that services reach a broad
population, avoid redundancy, and assist each other in becoming more efficient at
serving their overlapping goals.

PLANNING AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE:
5.1 Amendment #2 to the 2021 HUD Action Plan – Finger Lakes ReUse, Inc.
WHEREAS, the City of Ithaca (City) contracts with the Ithaca Urban Renewal Agency (IURA) to
administer, implement, and monitor the City HUD Entitlement Grant program in compliance with
all applicable regulations, and
WHEREAS, the City adopted the IURA-recommended 2021 Action Plan which sets out the
projects to be funded with HUD Entitlement funds, and
WHEREAS, on January 27, 2022, the IURA recommended a substantial amendment to the
2021 Action Plan to fund a $150,000 job retention loan to Finger Lakes ReUse, Inc. (FLRU) in
response to COVID-19 pandemic related financial challenges, and
WHEREAS, the proposed loan to FLRU will retain five (5) jobs held by low- and moderateincome persons,
WHEREAS, FLRU submitted financial data to the IURA documenting that without IURA loan
assistance FLRU staffing levels would be reduced by at least five positions, and
WHEREAS, FLRU commits at least $78,000 in matching funds toward payment of salaries and
benefits for the five jobs to be retained, and
WHEREAS, FLRU agrees to relinquish over $98,000 in 2021 funds earmarked in the 2021
Action Plan to FLRU’s job readiness and job placement program to partially fund the loan, and
WHEREAS, remaining funding will derive from the 2021 Economic Development Loan Fund
activity administered by the IURA, and
WHEREAS, the City’s HUD Entitlement Citizen Participation Plan requires a public hearing and
Common Council approval of substantial amendments to an Action Plan, and
WHEREAS, a public hearing on the proposed amendment was held on February 16, 2022;
now, therefore, be it
RESOLVED, That the City of Ithaca Common Council hereby approves amendment #2 to the
2021 HUD Entitlement Action Plan to reallocate $150,000 to Finger Lakes ReUse, Inc. (FLRU),
to carry out a $218,332 CBDO community economic development project resulting in retention
of five jobs held by low- and moderate-income persons as follows:
ADD
Amount:
$150,000.00
Project:
FLRU Job Retention, a special CBDO activity pursuant to 24 CFR
570.204 Use of Funds: Loan to FLRU for payroll expenses
Repayment Terms: Loan forgiven if five jobs are retained for six consecutive quarters,
otherwise loan is due and payable at end of loan term.

SUBTRACT
Amount:
$98,025.60
Project:
ReUse Job Training for Career Pathways
Sponsor:
FLRU
SUBTRACT
Amount:
$51,974.40
Project:
Economic Development Loan Fund
Sponsor:
IURA

108 E. Green St.
Third Floor, City of
Ithaca (City Hall)Ithaca,
NY 14850
Tel: (607) 274-6565

MEMORANDUM
To:
From:
Subject:
Date:

Planning & Economic Development Committee members
Nels Bohn, IURA Director of Community Development
Amendment #2 to 2021 HUD Action Plan – Finger Lakes ReUse, Inc.
February 10, 2022

The IURA recommends an amendment to the 2021 HUD Entitlement Grant Action Plan to fund a
forgivable loan to Finger Lakes ReUse, Inc. (FLRU) to sustain their operations and employee count.
FLRU has grown to become a community economic development dynamo. They employ over 75
workers who each earn a living wage. FLRU has a long history of hiring people facing barriers to stable
employment. 25% of their workforce were receiving public assistance prior to being hired. Additionally,
FLRU diverts over 700 tons of materials annually away from the waste stream. They also assist several
service agencies by providing furnishings and household goods to outfit apartments for low‐income
persons setting up an apartment.
Through the pandemic FLRU has continued to increase sales by 20% per year at reuse stores and the
volume of materials received has soared. The pandemic restrictions and health warnings also resulted in
the loss of much of their volunteer workforce that was critical to efficiently receiving, sorting, and
processing recyclables. Volunteer workers were replaced with new employees that increased the
payroll of FLRU at the same time some grant funding sources expired. Without increased financial
support, FLRU will need to make staff reductions in 2022.
Due to the pandemic, implementation of FLRU’s job readiness and placement program was delayed,
resulting in a sizable balance of funds available but unexpended. This amendment proposes to
reallocate FLRU’s entire 2021 job training funding to the new job retention loan as remaining 2020
funding will allow the job training program to continue without interruption until the 2022 Action Plan is
adopted.
The amendment will authorize a forgivable loan to FLRU. If the five jobs retained remain on the payroll
for six consecutive quarters (circa July 2023) the loan will be forgiven. Otherwise, the loan is due and
payable after two years.
Please contact me at nbohn@cityofithaca.org if you have questions.
Cc: L. Nicholas, A. Mendizabal, C. Pyott

