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Proposal to Establish Two-Year Pilot Program for Backyard Chickens

The City is considering a two-year pilot program that would allow backyard chickens to
be kept at 20 residences within the city. From time to time, the City receives requests
from residents to allow chickens in backyard coops. These requests are part of a
nationwide trend to allow chickens in urban areas for the purpose of producing fresh
eggs. People who keep chickens are typically concerned about the amount of time and
energy it takes to get eggs to the end consumer; they want eggs free of certain farm
chemicals and pesticides; or they simply enjoy the taste of fresh eggs, and keeping
chickens as part of a more active lifestyle.
Keeping chickens is also part of a larger sustainability trend to allow citizens to grow
their own foods — including fruits, vegetables, and honey production — by reducing
barriers that restrict local food production. These sustainability trends are also
consistent with the City’s Comprehensive Plan goals, like providing support for our
community gardens and active living initiatives. Also, conventional agricultural practices
since World War II have generally relied on pesticides and fertilizers to produce food for
the mass-consumer market; and they are typically petroleum-intensive operations. With
rising fuel and food prices, allowing local food production may improve the resiliency of
a particular city or region, allowing it to better adapt to current and future price swings, or
food shortages.
The pilot program would be limited to 20 residences within the City of Ithaca. The
Clerk’s Office would process applications and select registrants who meet the specific

criteria of the program, as established by the Common Council. The following criteria
are proposed:



A maximum of four hens is permitted per 3,000 square foot lot.
Roosters and guinea fowl are prohibited.








Chickens must always be contained within a coop or enclosure.
Chickens are not allowed to run at large.
Chicken coops must be at least 20 feet from a primary structure on an adjacent lot
and at least 5 feet from any abutting residential property line.
Chicken coops must be kept in a clean sanitary manner, free of insects and rodents,
offensive odors, excessive noise, or any other condition which could potentially
cause a nuisance (i.e., the coop should be cleaned frequently). Chicken feed must
be kept in rodent-resistant and weather-proof containers.
Applicants must complete a seminar regarding the care of backyard chickens
conducted by Cornell Cooperative Extension.

Applicants must pay a one-time $35 fee to register for the pilot program. The Clerk’s
Office may revoke a permit for a specific site via written notice to the registrant and
property owner, when the City finds any of the above criteria have not been met. If a
permit is revoked or an owner is unable to care for his/her hens, Cornell Cooperative
Extension will work with the owners to rehome the chickens. The Clerk’s Office shall
report to Common Council prior to the expiration of the pilot program. The Council will
then have the opportunity to extend the pilot program, direct staff to codify the program
into the City Code, or discontinue the program.
The draft ordinance to authorize the two-year pilot program is attached for your review.
The Planning & Economic Development Committee will consider the proposed
ordinance at its regularly scheduled meeting on April 13, 2016. Your comments are
respectfully requested prior to this meeting. If you have any questions, please contact
Josephine Martell at jmartell@cityofithaca.org or Megan Wilson at
mwilson@cityofithaca.org or 274-6560.

