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Tim Logue, Transportation Engineer
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Doug Swarts, TCAT
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From: Lisa Nicholas, Senior Planner
Re:
Projects for Review & Comment
Date: February 5, 2015
Listed below are two new projects and four carried over from prior months, which the Planning and Development
Board will consider at its February 24th, 2015 meeting. Please submit comments on these projects no later than
NOON, February 17th, 2015, so the Planning Board may have the opportunity to fully consider them.
Project:
Minor Subdivision
Location:
424 Dryden Road (Tax Parcel # 64.‐3‐4)
Applicant:
Daniel Hirtler, for owners, William and Angie Chen
Anticipated Board Action(s) in February: Declaration of Lead Agency, Public Hearing, Determination of Environmental
Significance, and Preliminary & Final Subdivision Approval
Project Description: The applicant proposes to subdivide the 0.251‐acre (10,934 SF) parcel into two lots: Lot 1,
measuring 0.156 acres (6,789 SF) with 64.5 feet of street frontage on Dryden Road and 105 feet of street frontage on
Oneida Place, and containing an existing multiple dwelling; and Lot 2, measuring 0.095 acres (4,154 SF) with 71 feet
of street frontage on Oak Avenue and 50 feet of street frontage on Oneida Place, on which the applicant intends to
build a new two‐family home. The property is in the CR‐2 Zoning District which has the following minimum area
requirements: 4,000 SF lot size for 1‐ or 2‐family dwellings and 5,500 SF for other uses, 35% maximum lot coverage,
10‐ft. front yard and 5‐ft. side yard setbacks, and a rear yard setback of 20 feet or 20% of lot depth. The Zoning
District also requires a minimum of 35% green space. The proposed new dwelling is subject to Limited Site Plan
Review. The applicant has received an Area Variance from the Board of Zoning Appeals for an existing front yard
deficiency.
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Project:
Lake Street Bridge ― Site Plan Review & Recreational River Permit
Location:
401 Lake St.
Applicant:
City of Ithaca
Anticipated Board Action(s) in February: Declaration of Lead Agency, Determination of Environmental Significance,
and Consideration of Completeness of Recreational River Permit Application & Determination of Public Hearing Date
Project Description: The proposed project involves rehabilitation of the Lake Street Bridge. The existing bridge,
built in 1966, is a steel beam and concrete deck superstructure supported on reinforced concrete abutments. The
bridge’s concrete deck slab deterioration has progressed to the point of necessary repair and the City of Ithaca has
determined the need to replace the deck slab and repair the existing reinforced concrete abutments. The bridge is
also currently on the Federal Scour Critical Bridges list due to the uncertainty of whether the substructures are either
pile‐supported or founded on bedrock. To remove the bridge from the Federal list, this project proposes to install
steel‐sheet piling and heavy‐stone fill scour protection at the substructures as scour mitigation measures. The
proposed rehabilitation also involves concrete deck slab replacement and substructure repairs. This is a Type I
Action under the City of Ithaca Environmental Quality Review Ordinance, §176‐4 B. (h) [2], [3], and (m), and the State
Environmental Quality Review Act, §617.4 (11), and is subject to environmental review. The project requires a
Recreation River Permit, as well as permits from NYSDEC and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.
Projects Carried Over from Previous Months:
Project:
Upson Hall Renovations
Location:
124 Hoy Road (Cornell University Campus)
Applicant:
Mike Husar for Cornell University
Anticipated Board Action(s) in February: Public Hearing, Determination of Environmental Significance, and
Consideration of Preliminary & Final Approval
Project Description: The applicant proposes a total internal and façade renovation of the 160,000‐SF building.
Phases 1 and 2 of the project include reconfigured entryways with expanded spaces above, resulting in a net
addition of 4,000 SF. The project also includes civil and landscape improvements to the grounds, with retaining walls
and an accessible ramp. A construction staging area is proposed for the area between Upson Hall and Hoy Road.
Site development and staging will require removal of 35 trees, and other landscaping. Phase 3 of the project
includes expanded outdoor areas, including an expansive plaza fronting Hoy Road, and a terrace and series of stairs
connecting the entrance on the southwest interior corner to the ramp and walkways at the northwest entrance.
The project is in the U‐1 Zoning District. This is a Type I Action under the City of Ithaca Environmental Quality Review
Ordinance, §176‐4 (h) [2], and the State Environmental Quality Review Act, §617.4 (11), and is subject to
environmental review.
Project:
Four Townhomes
Location:
402 S. Cayuga St.
Applicant:
Scott Reynolds for Ithaca Neighborhood Housing Services (INHS)
Anticipated Board Action(s) in February: Consideration of Preliminary & Final Approval
Project Description: The applicant proposes to construct four (4) for‐sale townhomes that will target moderate‐
income first‐time home buyers. The building will be two stories with parking below to take advantage of the sloped
site. Architectural features include front porches, rear decks, shifting roof planes, and a varied color pallet. Site
development includes a common asphalt driveway in the rear, walkways connecting each unit to the existing
sidewalk on Cayuga Street, and landscaping. The project site is in the R‐3b Zoning District and requires an Area
Variance for a front yard setback. This is a Type I Action under the City of Ithaca Environmental Quality Review
Ordinance and the State Environmental Quality Review Act, for which the Board made a Negative Determination of
Environmental Significance on January 27, 2015.
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Project:
Six‐Unit Apartment Building
Location:
707 E. Seneca St.
Applicant:
Schickel Architecture for 707 E. Seneca St., LLC
Anticipated Board Action(s) in February: Consideration of Preliminary & Final Approval
Project Description: The applicant proposes to build a 3‐story‐plus‐basement multiple dwelling with a footprint of
2,400 SF on the vacant 7,449‐SF parcel. The project will have parking and storage in the basement, and two 3‐
bedroom apartments on each of three floors for a total of six units. Site development includes 5 exterior parking
spaces, a driveway, and landscaping. The project is located in the R‐3a Zoning District and the East Hill Historic
District, and has received a conditional Certificate of Appropriateness from the Ithaca Landmarks Preservation
Commission and an Area Variance from the BZA to allow six units on the 7,449‐SF lot. This is a Type 1 Action under
the City of Ithaca Environmental Quality Review Ordinance and the State Environmental Quality Review Act, for
which the Board made a Negative Determination of Environmental Significance on January 27, 2015.
Project:
Three Duplexes
Location:
804 E. State St.
Applicant:
Schickel Architecture for Demos/Johnny, LLC
Anticipated Board Action(s) in February: Potential Determination of Environmental Significance & Recommendation to
BZA
Project Description: The applicant proposes to construct three duplexes (each with two 3‐bedroom apartments) with
12 parking spaces in ground/basement floor garages, asphalt access drives, retaining walls, stairs, and landscaping.
Site access is from the existing driveway on Blair Street. Site preparation will require removal of existing garage, all
paving, and fencing on the development site. Forming the 17,265‐SF project site requires consolidation of three
existing tax parcels: #83.‐3‐2, measuring 6,947 SF and containing a duplex; #83.‐3‐3, measuring 6,882 SF and currently
used as a parking lot; and #68.‐8.9, measuring 1,654 SF and containing the existing garage; as well as Lot Line
Adjustments for #83.‐3‐9 (806 E. State St.) and #83.‐3‐5 (116 Blair St.). The project is in the CR‐2 Zoning District and is
contiguous to the East Hill Historic District. This is a Type 1 Action under the City of Ithaca Environmental Quality
Review Ordinance and the State Environmental Quality Review Act, and is subject to environmental review. The
project requires an Area Variance.

cc: Mayor Svante Myrick & Common Council
Dr. Luvelle Brown, Superintendent, ICSD
Jay Franklin, Tompkins County Assessment

ACCESSING ONLINE DOCUMENTS
Site Plan Review & Subdivision Application Documents
(and Related Materials)
Site Plan Review application documents are accessible electronically
via the “Document Center” on the City web site
(http://www.cityofithaca.org/DocumentCenter), under “Planning &
Development” > “Site Plan Review Project Applications,” and in the
relevant year/month folder. Subdivision application materials can
be similarly located, but in the “Subdivision Applications” folder.
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City of Ithaca Full Environmental Assessment Form (FEAF)
Part 2 - Project Impacts
Project Name: Rehabilitation of Lake St Bridge Over Fall Creek
Date Created: 2/3/15

Small-toModerate
Impact

Potential
Large
Impact

Can Impact Be
Reduced by
Project Change?

IMPACT ON LAND

1. Will there be an effect as a result of a physical change to project site?

Yes

No

Any construction on slopes of 15% or greater (15-foot rise per
100 feet of length) or where general slope in the project
exceeds 10%.

Yes

No

Construction on land where depth to the water table is less
than 3 feet.

Yes

No

Construction of parking facility/area for 50 or more vehicles.

Yes

No

Construction on land where bedrock is exposed or generally
within 3 feet of existing ground surface.

Yes

No

Construction that will continue for more than 1 year or involve
more than one phase or stage.

Yes

No

Evacuation for mining purposes that would remove more than
1,000 tons of natural material (i.e., rock or soil) per year.

Yes

No

Construction of any new sanitary landfill.

Yes

No

Construction in designated floodway.

Yes

No

Yes

No

Other impacts (if any):

2. Will there be an effect on any unique land forms found on the site (i.e., cliffs, gorges,
Yes
No
geological formations, etc.)?
Specific land forms (if any): Exposed bedrock

Yes

No
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City of Ithaca Full Environmental Assessment Form (FEAF)
Part 2 - Project Impacts
Project Name: Rehabilitation of Lake St Bridge Over Fall Creek
Date Created: 2/3/15

Small-toModerate
Impact

Potential
Large
Impact

Can Impact Be
Reduced by
Project Change?

IMPACT ON WATER

3. Will project affect any water body designated as protected (under article 15 or 24 of
Yes
No
Environmental Conservation Law, E.C.L.)?
Developable area of site contains protected water body.

Yes

No

Dredging more than 100 cubic yards of material from channel
of protected stream.

Yes

No

Extension of utility distribution facilities through protected
water body.

Yes

No

Construction in designated freshwater wetland.

Yes

No

Yes

No

Other impacts (if any):

4. Will project affect any non-protected existing or new body of water?

Yes

No

A 10% increase or decrease in surface area of any body of
water or more than 10,000 sq. ft. of surface area.

Yes

No

Construction, alteration, or conversion of body of water that
exceeds 10,000 sq. ft. of surface area.

Yes

No

Fall Creek, Six Mile Creek, Cascadilla Creek, Silver Creek,
Cayuga Lake, or Cayuga Inlet?

Yes

No

Yes

No

Other impacts (if any):
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City of Ithaca Full Environmental Assessment Form (FEAF)
Part 2 - Project Impacts
Project Name: Rehabilitation of Lake St Bridge Over Fall Creek
Date Created: 2/3/15

Small-toModerate
Impact

Potential
Large
Impact

Can Impact Be
Reduced by
Project Change?

IMPACT ON WATER (cont.)

5. Will project affect surface or groundwater quality?

Yes

No

Project will require discharge permit.

Yes

No

Project requires use of source of water that does not have
approval to serve proposed project.

Yes

No

Construction or operation causing any contamination of a
public water supply system.

Yes

No

Project will adversely affect groundwater.

Yes

No

Liquid effluent will be conveyed off the site to facilities which
do not currently exist or that have inadequate capacity.

Yes

No

Project requiring a facility that would use water in excess of
20,000 gallons per day or 500 gallons per minute.

Yes

No

Project will likely cause siltation or other discharge into an
existing body of water to the extent that there will be an
obvious visual contrast to natural conditions.

Yes

No

Proposed action will require storage of petroleum or chemical
products greater than 1,100 gallons.

Yes

No

Yes

No

Other impacts (if any): Project includes work in the creek
bad- including installation of temporary causeway
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City of Ithaca Full Environmental Assessment Form (FEAF)
Part 2 - Project Impacts
Project Name: Rehabilitation of Lake St Bridge Over Fall Creek
Date Created: 2/3/15

Small-toModerate
Impact

Potential
Large
Impact

Can Impact Be
Reduced by
Project Change?

IMPACT ON WATER (cont.)

6. Will project alter drainage flow, drainage patterns, or surface water runoff?

Yes

No

Project would impede floodwater flows.

Yes

No

Project is likely to cause substantial erosion.

Yes

No

Project is incompatible with existing drainage patterns.

Yes

No

Yes

No

Project will induce 500 or more vehicle trips in any 8-hour
period per day.

Yes

No

Project will result in the incineration of more than 2.5 tons of
refuse per 24-hour day.

Yes

No

Project emission rate of all contaminants will exceed 5 lbs.
per hour or a heat source producing more than 10 million
BTUs per hour.

Yes

No

Yes

No

Other impacts (if any): Construction impacts due to
temporary causeway.

IMPACT ON AIR

7. Will project affect air quality?

Yes

No

Other impacts (if any):
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City of Ithaca Full Environmental Assessment Form (FEAF)
Part 2 - Project Impacts
Project Name: Rehabilitation of Lake St Bridge Over Fall Creek
Date Created: 2/3/15

Small-toModerate
Impact

Potential
Large
Impact

Can Impact Be
Reduced by
Project Change?

IMPACTS ON PLANTS AND ANIMALS

8. Will project affect any threatened or endangered species?

Yes

No

Reduction of any species, listed on New York or Federal list,
using the site, found over, on, or near site.

Yes

No

Removal of any portion of a critical or significant wildlife
habitat.

Yes

No

Application of pesticide or herbicide more than twice a year
other than for agricultural purposes.

Yes

No

Yes

No

Other impacts (if any): See Part 3

9. Will proposed action substantially affect non-threatened or non-endangered species?
Yes
No
Proposed action would substantially interfere with any
resident or migratory fish, or wildlife species.

Yes

No

Proposed action requires removal or more than ½ acre of
mature woods or other locally important vegetation.

Yes

No

Other impacts (if any): Three mature trees may be
impacted during construction – adequate tree protection
should be installed.

Yes

No
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City of Ithaca Full Environmental Assessment Form (FEAF)
Part 2 - Project Impacts
Project Name: Rehabilitation of Lake St Bridge Over Fall Creek
Date Created: 2/3/15

Small-toModerate
Impact

Potential
Large
Impact

Can Impact Be
Reduced by
Project Change?

IMPACT ON AESTHETIC RESOURCES

10. Will proposed action affect views, vistas, or visual character of the neighborhood or
Yes
No
community?
Proposed land uses or proposed action components
obviously different from, or in sharp contrast to, current
surrounding land use patterns, whether man-made or natural.

Yes

No

Proposed land uses or proposed action components visible to
users of aesthetic resources which will eliminate or
significantly reduce their enjoyment of aesthetic qualities of
that resource.

Yes

No

Proposed action will result in elimination or major screening
of scenic views known to be important to the area.

Yes

No

Yes

No

Other impacts (if any): Proposed project site contains
views that are important to the community.

IMPACT ON HISTORIC AND ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESOURCES

11. Will proposed action impact any site or structure of historic, prehistoric, or paleontological
Yes
No
importance?
Proposed action occurring wholly or partially within, or
contiguous to, any facility or site listed on or eligible for the
National or State Register of Historic Places.

Yes

No

Any impact to an archaeological site or fossil bed located
within the project site.

Yes

No

Proposed action occurring wholly or partially within, or
contiguous to, any site designated as a local landmark or in a
landmark district.

Yes

No

Yes

No

Other impacts (if any):
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City of Ithaca Full Environmental Assessment Form (FEAF)
Part 2 - Project Impacts
Project Name: Rehabilitation of Lake St Bridge Over Fall Creek
Date Created: 2/3/15

Small-toModerate
Impact

Potential
Large
Impact

Can Impact Be
Reduced by
Project Change?

IMPACT ON OPEN SPACE AND RECREATION

12. Will the proposed action affect the quantity or quality of existing or future open spaces, or
Yes
No
recreational opportunities?
The permanent foreclosure of a future recreational
opportunity.

Yes

No

A major reduction of an open space important to the
community.

Yes

No

Yes

No

Other impacts (if any): Project is located adjacent to
publically owned open space.

IMPACT ON UNIQUE NATURAL AREAS OR CRITICAL ENVIRONMENTAL AREAS

13. Will proposed action impact the exceptional or unique characteristics of a site designated
as a unique natural area (UNA) or a critical environmental area (CEA) by a local or state
agency?
Yes
No
Proposed action to locate within a UNA or CEA? UNA 134

Yes

No

Proposed action will result in reduction in the quality of the
resource.

Yes

No

Proposed action will impact use, function, or enjoyment of the
resource.

Yes

No

Yes

No

Other impacts (if any):
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City of Ithaca Full Environmental Assessment Form (FEAF)
Part 2 - Project Impacts
Project Name: Rehabilitation of Lake St Bridge Over Fall Creek
Date Created: 2/3/15

Small-toModerate
Impact

Potential
Large
Impact

Can Impact Be
Reduced by
Project Change?

IMPACT ON TRANSPORTATION

14. Will there be an effect to existing transportation systems?

Yes

No

Alteration of present patterns of movement of people and/or
goods.

Yes

No

Proposed action will result in major traffic problems.

Yes

No

Yes

No

Other impacts: Construction Impacts Only

IMPACT ON ENERGY

15. Will proposed action affect community's sources of fuel or energy supply?

Yes

No

Proposed action causing greater than 5% increase in any
form of energy used in municipality.

Yes

No

Proposed action requiring creation or extension of an energy
transmission or supply system to serve more than 50 singleor two-family residences.

Yes

No

Yes

No

Other impacts (if any):
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City of Ithaca Full Environmental Assessment Form (FEAF)
Part 2 - Project Impacts
Project Name: Rehabilitation of Lake St Bridge Over Fall Creek
Date Created: 2/3/15

Small-toModerate
Impact

Potential
Large
Impact

Can Impact Be
Reduced by
Project Change?

IMPACT ON NOISE AND ODORS

16. Will there be objectionable odors, noise, glare, vibration, or electrical disturbance during
Yes
No
construction of, or after completion of, this proposed action?
Blasting within 1,500 feet of a hospital, school, or other
sensitive facility?

Yes

No

Odors will occur routinely (more than one hour per day).

Yes

No

Proposed action will produce operating noise exceeding local
ambient noise levels for noise outside of structure.

Yes

No

Proposed action will remove natural barriers that would act as
noise screen.

Yes

No

Yes

No

Proposed action will cause risk of explosion or release of
hazardous substances (i.e., oil, pesticides, chemicals,
radiation, etc.) in the event of accident or upset conditions, or
there will be chronic low-level discharge or emission.

Yes

No

Proposed action may result in burial of “hazardous wastes” in
any form (i.e., toxic, poisonous, highly reactive, radioactive,
irritating, infectious, etc.)

Yes

No

Proposed action may result in excavation or other
disturbance within 2,000 feet of a site used for the disposal of
solid or hazardous wastes.

Yes

No

Proposed action will result in handling or disposal or
hazardous wastes (i.e., toxic, poisonous, highly reactive,
radioactive, irritating, infectious, etc., including wastes that
are solid, semi-solid, liquid, or contain gases).

Yes

No

Other impacts (if any): Construction Impacts Only

IMPACT ON PUBLIC HEALTH

17. Will proposed action affect public health and safety?

Yes

No
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City of Ithaca Full Environmental Assessment Form (FEAF)
Part 2 - Project Impacts
Project Name: Rehabilitation of Lake St Bridge Over Fall Creek
Date Created: 2/3/15

Small-toModerate
Impact

Potential
Large
Impact

Can Impact Be
Reduced by
Project Change?

IMPACT ON PUBLIC HEALTH (cont.)
Storage facilities for 50,000 or more gallons of any liquid fuel.

Yes

No

Use of any chemical for de-icing, soil stabilization, or control
of vegetation, insects, or animal life on the premises of any
residential, commercial, or industrial property in excess of
30,000 square feet.

Yes

No

Yes

No

Other impacts (if any): Project involves disturbance and
disposal of contaminated sediments.

IMPACT ON GROWTH AND CHARACTER OF COMMUNITY OR NEIGHBORHOOD

18. Will proposed action affect the character of the existing community?

Yes

No

The population of the city in which the proposed action is
located is likely to grow by more than 5% of resident human
population.

Yes

No

The municipal budgets for capital expenditures or operating
services will increase by more than 5% per year as a result of
this proposed action.

Yes

No

Proposed action will conflict with officially adopted plans or
goals.

Yes

No

Proposed action will cause a change in the density of land
use.

Yes

No

Proposed action will replace or eliminate existing facilities,
structures, or areas of historic importance to the community.

Yes

No

Development will create demand for additional community
services (e.g., schools, police, and fire, etc.)

Yes

No

Proposed action will set an important precedent for future
actions.

Yes

No

Proposed action will relocate 15 or more employees in one or
more businesses.

Yes

No
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City of Ithaca Full Environmental Assessment Form (FEAF)
Part 2 - Project Impacts
Project Name: Rehabilitation of Lake St Bridge Over Fall Creek
Date Created: 2/3/15

Small-toModerate
Impact

Potential
Large
Impact

Can Impact Be
Reduced by
Project Change?

IMPACT ON GROWTH AND CHARACTER OF COMMUNITY OR NEIGHBORHOOD (cont.)
Other impacts (if any):

Yes

19. Is there public controversy concerning the proposed action?

Yes

No

No

Unknown

— If any action in Part 2 is identified as a potential large impact,
or if you cannot determine the magnitude of impact, proceed to Part 3 —
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Thank you! City of Ithaca
FULL ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT FORM ‐ Part III
Project Name: Rehabilitation of Lake St Bridge over Fall Creek
Date Created: 2/3/15
PROJECT DESCRIPTION
The existing bridge, built in 1966, is a steel beam and concrete deck superstructure supported on
reinforced concrete abutments. The bridge concrete deck slab deterioration has progressed to the
point of necessary repair and the City of Ithaca has determined the need to replace the deck slab
and repair the existing reinforced concrete abutments.
The bridge is currently on the Federal Scour Critical list due to the uncertainty of whether the
substructures are either pile supported or founded on bedrock. To remove the bridge from the
Federal list this project proposes to install steel sheet piling and heavy stone fill scour protection at
the substructures as scour mitigation measures. This work requires installation of a temporary
access road and causeway to provide under‐bridge access.
The scope of work is as follows:
• Remove and replace the existing concrete wearing surface, deck slab, sidewalks and railings
• Repair deteriorated substructure concrete
• Replace the bridge joints and abutment joint headers
• Replace the existing rocker style bearings with new elastomeric bearings
• Reconstruct the existing pedestals to accommodate the new bearings
• Install temporary bracing during construction of the deck slab and/or permanent lateral
bracing as required by final design analysis of the proposed large deck slab overhangs
• Re‐point deteriorated stone masonry mortar joints
• Install heavy stone fill scour protection in front of the north abutment.
• Install sheet pile wall scour protection and heavy stone fill in front of the south abutment
and wingwalls
• Provide new decorative bridge lighting
• Provide a scenic overlook at the mid‐span of the bridge for tourist viewing of the Ithaca Falls
that can be seen upstream from the bridge
• Install temporary access road and causeway
The project is subject to the following Permits/Certifications/Coordination:
• NYSDEC ‐ Water Quality Certification Section 401 (Blanket Expected)
• NYSDEC ‐ Article 15 Protection of Waters Permit regarding navigability
• Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) ‐ Section 404 Nationwide Permit #3
• City of Ithaca Recreation River Permit
• City of Ithaca –Site Plan Review
• Coordination with Federal Highway Administration (in regard to endangered species)
• Coordination with New York State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO)
• Coordination with the City of Ithaca Natural Areas Commission
This project was previously determined to be “replacement‐in‐kind” which is considered a Type II
Action not requiring environmental review. Upon further review, it has been determined to be a
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Type I Action under the City of Ithaca Environmental Quality Review Ordinance (“CEQRO”) §176‐4
B.(h)[2], [3] and (m) and the State Environmental Quality Review Act (“SEQRA) §617.4 (11).
Much of the information below was provided in the Final Project Scoping Report/ Final Design
Report, for Bridge Project P.I.N. 3755.34, BIN: 2210610 Lake Street over Fall Creek City of Ithaca
Tompkins County, Dated December 2014, and referred to throughout as ‘the Design Report’. This
report can be accessed at: http://www.cityofithaca.org/DocumentCenter/View/2362.
IMPACT ON LAND
A temporary access road causeway is required to provide underside bridge access for to install scour
protection. Both will be removed and the stream channel and banks will be returned to
preconstruction conditions at the end of the project. Standard erosion and sediment control
practices will be installed during construction. Any areas disturbed during construction will be
seeded, where practicable. See Drawing No. ST‐XX, Erosion and Sedimentation Control Notes, dated
January 2015.
IMPACT ON WATER
Fall Creek is classified by the NYSDEC as a Class B water body, and requires a NYSDEC Article 15
Protection of Waters Permit for disturbing the bed or banks. Discharges of fill (i.e. riprap, stone fill)
or other materials below the Ordinary High Water elevation of the on‐site stream requires
authorization under a U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACOE) Section 404 permit under Nationwide
Permit #3 for Maintenance. A Section 401 Water Quality Certification will be required for in‐water
work associated with the rehabilitation of the bridge structure.
A Blanket Water Quality Certification has been issued by NYSDEC for projects covered under
Nationwide Permit #3. A condition of the Certification establishes “Prohibition Periods for In‐Stream
Work” based on the type of fishery present. According to the NYSDEC Fall Creek is a Class B stream
and a perennial cold water rainbow trout fishery, therefore in‐stream work will be prohibited
between October 1st and July 15th.
It is expected that the project will not result in changes to the overall surface water drainage
patterns and will not significantly increase pavement surface area. Therefore, increases in surface
water runoff rates and volumes are not expected as a result of the proposed project.
During construction, storm water runoff from exposed soil surfaces may flow into the existing
surface conveyance system and subsequently into adjacent surface water systems. These flows will
be managed in accordance with an erosion and sediment control plan which will be developed prior
to construction.
The project will result in a total area of disturbance of +/‐ 0.7 acres. The project will not exceed the
designated disturbance threshold of 1‐acre. Therefore, a Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan
(SWPPP) will not be required. No adverse impact to surface water is expected as a result of the
project.
The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) dated
September 30, 1981 indicates that the project is located within a FEMA zone designation B and A‐6.
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Zone B is an area of minimal flood hazard usually between the limits of 100 and 500‐year floods, for
which no further review is required. Zone A is an area subject to inundation by the 1‐percent‐annual
chance flood event. If the project includes work within Zone A, The City of Ithaca will require a
Floodplains Development Permit.
IMPACT ON DRAINAGE
No Impact anticipated
IMPACT ON AIR
No Impact anticipated
IMPACT ON PLANTS AND ANIMALS
Federally Listed Species
The USFWS web based process for “Project Reviews in New York State” was conducted for this
project. The following species were identified by this review process as possibly being present within
the vicinity of this project (subsequent information regarding preferred habitat was gathered from
the USFWS website). A copy of the USFWS official species list and introductory letter is provided in
Appendix B of the Design Report.
Northern long‐eared Bat (Myotis septentrionalis): The northern long‐eared predominantly occupies
mature forest stands and woodlots. This bat commonly selects tree species based on the tree’s
location, position within the landscape, bark characteristics, and ability to provide cavities or
crevices. Suitable habitat, including trees greater than four inches diameter at breast height (DBH),
and areas of open water were present adjacent to the project location. The current scope of the
project and the limits of disturbance will not require the removal of any trees. Therefore, although
the bat may be present in the project area, their habitat (i.e. maternity roost trees) will not be
impacted, it is assumed that the proposed construction will have “No Effect” on northern long‐eared
bats. As a best management practice, it is recommended that the bridge be inspected for the
northern long‐eared bat prior to construction.
Bog turtle (Clemmys muhlenbergii): The bog turtle is a semi‐aquatic reptile. The bog turtle prefers
open spring fed wetlands with scattered dry areas, with high amounts of sunlight for basking and
nesting. Typically the soils associated with bog turtle habitat are classified as muck soils.
Coordination with the NYNHP revealed that there are no records of bog turtle within the project
area. The site habitat assessment revealed that there is no suitable habitat for the bog turtle at or
adjacent to the project area, therefore the proposed project will have “No Effect” on the bog turtle.
No further review is required.
Bald Eagle (Haliaeetus leucocephalus): Prior to August 2007, the USFWS had listed the bald eagle as
a threatened species with known or likely occurrences within Tompkins County; however, this
species was delisted on August 8, 2007. As such, there are no Endangered Species Act (ESA)
requirements for the bald eagle; however, it is protected under the Bald and Golden Eagle
Protection Act and by New York State as a state listed threatened species. Historically, bald eagle
nesting sites have been found in forests along the shorelines of oceans, lakes and rivers.
Coordination with the NYNHP revealed that there are no records of bald eagle nest adjacent to the
project area. The habitat assessment revealed that the typical nesting habitat for the bald eagle is
not present at this site. The habitat assessment also included a visual inspection of the adjacent

2/5/2015

Page 3 of 8

trees for raptor nest as the bald eagle will frequently utilize other raptor’s nest. The habitat
assessment revealed no raptor nest within the project area. The proposed project is unlikely to
disturb nesting bald eagles. No BGEPA permit is required. The proposed project will have “No Effect”
on bald eagles.
FHWA requested concurrence with the findings of no effect on federal listed endangered and
threatened species. A copy of the letter of request to FHWA and FHWA’s concurrence letter with a
finding of “no effect” is included in Appendix B of the Design Report.
State Listed Threatened or Endangered Plant Species
The New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC) was contacted for
information regarding the presence of state listed threatened, endangered or special concern
species that may be impacted by the proposed project. A response from the NYSDEC, New York
National Heritage Program (NYNHP) was received on April 30, 2014 indicating the possible presence
of the following threatened, endangered or special concern species within the project limits and
immediate vicinity. A copy of the NYSDEC correspondence is included Appendix B of the Design
Report.
Catfoot (Pseudognaphalium helleri ssp. micradenium)(Also known as Hellers Cudweed): This plant
prefers Open woods, boggy woods, rocky slopes, clearings, fields, borders of woods, roadsides,
muddy banks and disturbed sites. It is unlikely the proposed project will have a negative impact on
this species because no rocky zones will be impacted. No further review is required
Bird’s‐eye Primrose (Primula mistassinica): This plant prefers seepage areas on open limey‐shale
cliffs or in the mist zone of a nearby waterfall. These sites have been lumped under the cliff
community designation, but they may be best described as vertical marly fens. The sites are usually
surrounded by birch, hemlock, and maple. The birds‐eye primrose is abundant in damp calcareous
meadows and interdunal flats along the Great Lakes; inland it is local to marly bogs (fens), on
calcareous banks and sandstone cliffs, and in other cool damp places. It is unlikely the proposed
project will have a negative effect on this species because no rocky cliffs will be impacted. No
further review is required.
Drummond’s Rock‐cress (Boechera stricta): In New York this species has been collected most often
from rocky ledges, cliffs, or ravines, though it also has been found at disturbed sites including trails,
mowed areas, and sandy roadsides. It is unlikely that the proposed project will have a negative
effect on this species because no rocky ledges will be impacted. No further review is required.
Butterwort (Pinguicula vulgaris): This plant prefers seepage areas on open limey‐shale cliffs or in
the mist zone of a nearby waterfall. These sites have been lumped under the cliff community
designation, but they may be best described as vertical marly fens. The sites are usually surrounded
by birch, hemlock, and maple. Butterwort generally grows on Wet rocks and shores, chiefly in
calcareous areas, occasionally in bogs and wet meadows inland. It is unlikely the proposed project
will have a negative effect on this species because no rocky cliffs will be impacted. No further review
is required.
Three species of dragonflies are recognized by the state of New York as vulnerable within the
project area. However, the Tiger Spiketail (Cordulegaster erronea), Spine‐crowned Clubtail
(Gomphus abbreviatus) and the Rapids Clubtail (Gomphus quadricolor) are not recognized as
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endangered, threatened, or of special concern. Although these species are included on the NYNHP
official species list, no further action is required.
Locally Important Vegetation
The project is in UNA 134 Fall Creek Gorge, Ithaca Falls. According to information in the Unique
Natural Areas Inventory of Tompkins County, 2000, the UNA may potentially contain sixteen
additional plant species that have been designated as rare or scarce on the local level (see pg.373).
If during construction the presence of these locally, state or federally listed species or their habitat
are discovered or suspected, construction activities must be stopped. Activities cannot be resumed
until FHWA and the USFWS, and the appropriate local agencies are consulted.
There are several significant trees in close proximity to the temporary access road and the scour
protection work located in the southern quadrant. Adequate tree protection should be designed
and installed under the guidance of the City Forester.
No Impact anticipated
IMPACT ON UNIQUE NATURAL AREAS (UNA) OR CRITICAL ENVIRONMENTAL AREAS
See Impact on Water, Impact on Land and Impact on Plants and Animals for more information
Invasive Species
A site inspection of the proposed project area conducted on May 21, 2014 revealed the presence of
Garlic Mustard (Alliaria petiolata), Multiflora Rose (Rosa Multiflora) Japanese knotweed (Polygonum
cuspidatum) and Japenese Honeysuckle (Lonicera japonica). Documentation of the location of the
invasive species is provided in Appendix B of the Design Report. The Report recommends that these
invasive species be avoided during construction to prevent their spread. The location of these
species will be identified on the plans as well as in the field prior to construction. If impacting these
species is unavoidable, it has also been recommended that a specification regarding equipment
washing be included in the Contract Documents. Precautions will be taken to prevent the
introduction of additional invasive species or the spreading of existing invasive species, either
intentionally or accidentally, during project implementation. The contract documents will include
requirements that vehicles are washed prior to entering and leaving the site, as well as marking the
location of the invasive species on plans, in the field, and prior to construction.
IMPACT ON AESTHETIC RESOURCES
Views of Ithaca Falls from within the natural area and from atop the bridge deck are extremely
valued by the community. The project will not alter views from within the natural area and it will
enhance those from the bridge deck.
No Impact anticipated
IMPACT ON HISTORIC RESOURCES
No Impact anticipated
IMPACT ON OPEN SPACE AREA
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The project is in UNA 134 Fall Creek Gorge, Ithaca Falls. See Impacts to Unique Natural Areas. The
natural area is heavily used by residents, community members and visitors. The project will not
affect enjoyment of the natural area – and will, in fact, improve visual access.
No Impact anticipated
IMPACT ON TRANSPORTATION
Construction will last approximately 6 months and will require complete road/ bridge and sidewalk
closure during the construction period. The road is one of two main multimodal connections from
the downtown area to Ithaca High School, Boynton Middle School and Stewart Park.
All vehicular and pedestrian traffic will utilize a signed off‐site detour. The vehicular detour length is
approximately 1.7 miles; the pedestrian detour length is approximately 0.7 miles. The details for the
work zone traffic control will be prepared and evaluated during final design.
A Transportation Management Plan (TMP) will be prepared for the project consistent and will
consist of a Temporary Traffic Control plan. Transportation Operations and Public Information
components of a TMP will be considered during final design.
IMPACT ON ENERGY
No Impact anticipated
IMPACT ON NOISE AND ODORS
Construction will last approximately 6 months. The project is in a densely developed area in close
proximity to residential development and Ithaca High School. Construction activities will temporary
produce noise that will affect residents and in the immediate area.
Due to the close proximity to residential homes, a school and the ability to maintain traffic with
acceptable delays during the daylight hours, night time construction will not be utilized. The use of
time related provisions will be evaluated during final design. The work zone traffic control will need
to be coordinated with local officials and residents.
IMPACT ON PUBLIC HEALTH
Lead Paint ‐ a full Lead Paint Assessment Report can be found in Appendix B of the Design Report.
Below is a synopsis of information provided therein.
A Lead Paint Assessment was conducted for the proposed project in September 2014. The
Assessment included a review of available record plans and inspection reports, a visual inspection
and collection of suspect lead containing paints for lead content determination.
Four (4) different suspect lead containing paints were identified as part of this Assessment. Four (4)
paint chip samples were collected and sent to Paradigm Environmental Services, Inc. for lead
content determination. Analytical results from Paradigm Environmental Services, Inc. indicate that
the green flaky paint on the round tube railing contains lead above levels of regulatory concern.
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The Design Report recommends that the presence of lead on the round tube railing will require
worker safety controls when the bridge is rehabilitated, in accordance with the OSHA 1926.62
Construction Lead Standard. If it is later decided that project components will include elements
beyond the rehabilitation of Lake Street Bridge then it is recommended than an additional Lead
Paint Assessment be completed by a USEPA Lead Risk Assessor.
If additional painted surfaces not observed during the visual inspection are discovered during
construction phase, it is recommended that those surfaces are assumed to contain lead until
laboratory results prove otherwise.
Sediment Sampling - The Hazardous Waste/Contaminated Materials Detailed Site Investigation
Report can be found in Appendix B of the Design Report. Below is a synopsis of information
provided therein.
A Hazardous Waste/Contaminated Materials Detailed Site Investigation was conducted for the
proposed project on August 27, 2014The Detailed Site Investigation included the collection and
analysis of two sediment samples collected from the bed load near the northern bridge abutment,
and the southern bridge abutment (areas of potential impact). The samples were placed in jars and
transferred under chain of custody protocols to Paradigm Environmental Services (Paradigm) for the
following analysis:
• Volatile Organic Compounds (VOCs), USEPA Methods 8260C & 5035A; and
• Semi‐Volatile Organic Compounds (SVOCs), USEPA Methods 8270D & 3550C; and
• Mercury, USEPA Method 7471B; and
• Priority Pollutant Metals (ICP), USEPA Methods 6010C & 3050; and
• Poly‐chlorinated Biphenyls (PCBs), USEPA Methods 8082A & 3550C; and
• Chlorinated Pesticides, USEPA Methods 8081B & 3550C; and
• TCLP Metals (Lead) (ICP), USEPA Methods 6010C & 1311/3005.
These samples were also transferred under chain of custody protocols to ALS Group USA Corp.
dba ALS Environmental (ALS) for the following analysis:
• Total Cyanide, USEPA Method 9012B; and
• Polychlorinated Dibenzodioxins and Polychlorinated Dibenzofurans, USEPA Methods 8290 &
8290A.
After comparing the analytical results to the soil cleanup objectives, it was determined that the
following contaminants exceeded cleanup objectives:
RCRA Metals Contamination The contaminants chromium, lead and selenium in the sample
collected near the north abutment, as well as lead in the sample collected at the south abutment
were present in levels that exceed the NYSDEC Unrestricted Use Soil Cleanup Objectives. The source
of lead contamination is assumed to be a result of the former Ithaca Gun Company located
upstream relative to the site. It should also be assumed that lead contamination exists throughout
the project area.
Semi‐Volatile Organic Compounds (SVOCs) The SVOC Indeno (1,2,3‐cd) Pyrene was detected in the
sediment sample collected near the North Abutment in levels that exceed the Unrestricted Use Soil
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Cleanup Objective. The source of the SVOC is unknown. The extent of this contaminant cannot be
determined without further sediment investigation. However it is assumed that SVOC
contamination is present in area of impact adjacent to the North Abutment.
Poly‐chlorinated Biphenyls (PCBs) and Chlorinated Pesticides The pesticides 4,4‐DDD and 4,4‐DDT
were detected in both sediment samples in levels that exceed the Unrestricted Use Soil Cleanup
Objective. Additionally, PCB‐1254, and the pesticides 4,4‐DDE and Dieldrin were detected in the
sample taken near the south abutment that exceed the Unrestricted Use Soil Cleanup Objective. The
source of PCB and Chlorinated Pesticides is unknown. The extent of these contaminants cannot be
determined without further sediment investigation; however it is assumed that the sediment within
the area of impact is contaminated with the identified contaminants.
The sediment in the sampling location is considered contaminated, but non‐hazardous. This
sediment cannot be reused at the site; however it can be disposed of at most municipal landfills. It
should be noted that a landfill may have screening requirements for soils that are disposed within
their facility
The Design Report recommends that a specification should be added to the construction documents
for segregating, temporary staging, sampling and disposal of contaminated sediment. Analysis of the
removed sediments should be completed as per the requirements of the selected landfill. A special
note should be added to the plans identifying the location where the contaminated sediment may
be encountered and where excavated sediment can be temporarily stored prior to disposal. The
quantity of contaminated sediment removed from the site should be limited to that which is
required for project construction.
Construction of the temporary access road is not expected to disturb other potentially
contaminated soils on the site that were not included in the sampling. The road will be constructed
above grade with a heavy stone fill atop geotextile – see drawing ST‐XX dated January 2015; Typical
Section Through Temporary Construction Access Road.
IMPACT ON GROWTH AND CHARACTER OF COMMUMITY OR NIEGHBOORHOOD
No Impact anticipated
Prepared by: Lisa Nicholas, AICP, Senior Planner
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