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BPW Meeting
Board of Public Works

DATE: January13,2018
TIME: 6:00 pm
LOCATION: 3rd Floor,
City Hall, Council Chambers
108 E. Green St., Ithaca

AGENDA ITEMS
Topic
1. Call to OrderlAgenda Review

Voting?
No

Presenter(s)
Mayor Myrick

2. Mayor's Communications

No

Mayor Myrick

3. Communications and Hearings from Persons
Before the Board

No

Public

4. Response to the Public

No

Commissioners

5. Reports
A. Special Committees of the Board
B. Council Liaison
C. Board Liaisons
D. Superintendent and Staff

No

Various

Time
Allowed

5 min.

15 min.

6. New Presentations
7. Administration & Communications
A. Approval of Minutes
Yes
Mayor Myrick
5 min.
1. November 27,2017
2. December11,2017
8. Buildings, Properties, Refuse & Transit
A. Proposal to Expand the Floral Avenue Community
No
Chrys Gardener
10 min.
Garden
Cooperative Extension, the organizer for the Floral Avenue Community Garden, has submitted
a proposal to expand the garden to add 15-20 garden plots.
9. Highways, Streets & Sidewalks
A. A Resolution to Create a Loading Zone at 210
Yes
Dir. of Eng. Logue
Linden Avenue
Per the Board's discussion, a resolution authorizing the loading zone is included.

5 min.

10. Parking & Traffic
11. Creeks, Bridges & Parks
A. Authorization to Use City Parkland for NonYes
Supt. Thorne
10 min.
Motorized Watercraft Concessions - Resolution
The Board needs to set the Use of Parkland fee as it relates to non-motorized watercraft
concessions for 2018.
12. Water & Sewer
A. Appeal of Penalty Charges on Water and Sewer
No
5 min.
Bills from Beer Properties, LLC
Beer Properties, LLC, managers of a number of rental properties within the City, is requesting
that penalty charges that were added to several bills be waived due to address issues.
Enciosed is an e-mail explaining the request.

Ifyou have a disability that will require special arrangements to be made in order for you to fully participate in the meeting, please contact the City Clerk at
607-274-6570 at least 48 hours before the meeting.
The Board of Public Works meets on the second and fourth Mondays at 4:45 p.m. All meetings are voting meetings, opening with a public comment
period. Meeting agendas are created from prior public input, Department operating, planning issues, and requests made to the Superintendent. The
Board reserves the right to limit verbal comments to three minutes and to request written comments on lengthy or complex issues. This information may
then be used to create committee agendas, with the speaker or author invited to attend.

Topic

Voting?
No

13. New Business
14. Adjournment

Yes

Date: January 10. 2018
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Presenter(s)

Time
Allowed

Floral Avenue Community Garden Expansion Proposal
The Floral Avenue Community Garden, constructed in 2013 with funding from the United Way's Hunger and Food
Security grant, has reached full capacity with 20 families leasing the plots. In 2017 there were more requests for plots
than the garden could accommodate. This garden is conveniently located within walking distance of three low-tomoderate income apartment complexes Cedar Creek, Towerview and West Village. Current plot holders include
residents ofthese apartments as well as other renters and homeowner on West Hill.
The management team for the garden is interested in expanding the community garden to the city-owned land north of
the existing garden. This would allow them to meet the increasing demand for community garden plots, and would also
help the garden generate more revenue to meet annual costs (insurance, tools, soil amendments, etc.). At the current
size the garden struggles to meet its annual costs, especially due to the need to keep plot fees low for low income
families ($25/year).
We are proposing to expand the garden to less than twice the current size. The footprint of the existing garden is 175' x
55' and the proposed expansion is 125' x 55'. I met with City Forester Jeanne Grace at the site and she agreed to remove
the old crabapple trees that are currently in that space since they are declining anyway and very prone to leaf diseases
in summer. We also agreed that it makes sense to establish the northern border of the garden just south of the
viewshed from Cedar Creek apartments.
We will use the same fencing materials as the existing garden -locust poles widely spaced with a polyethylene deer
mesh, 7' tall. The northern section of fence for the existing garden would be removed to create one continuous space.
We will install a gate at the northern end ofthe expanded garden to create better access from the free parking areas to
the north. These parking areas are within the required distance to satisfy the city requirement for parking spaces for
community gardens.
A small shed similar the existing shed at the garden would be placed in the northeast corner for tool and wheelbarrow
storage. I have applied for grant funding from the United Way to cover the costs of fencing materials, garden shed and
tools. Donated labor will be used to install the fence posts, hang the poly mesh fence and assemble the shed.

Rainwater-Collecting RooHor Floral Avenue Community Garden
We are also proposing to build a small roof structure to catch rainwater and direct it into holding tanks above the
garden, where it can flow by gravity feed into garden hoses for watering plots. The current system is at the garden is a
submersible pump and a marine battery that pumps water from the inlet into the holding tanks - this system is timeconsuming, difficult for the gardeners to use, and expensive (both the pump and marine battery had to be replaced in
2017 due to frequent use). A rain-collecting system would be more sustainable as well as less labor and cost for the
community garden. Tanks connected in series would have the capacity to hold thousands of gallons of water for use
during dry spells.
locust poles for the water collecting roof would be installed at the same time as the fence posts, using a hydraulic postsetter. A simple metal roof would be bolted to rafters spanning the posts, and gutters installed that flow to the holding
tanks. This would be a low-cost system and would not require any permanent construction on the site. We have already
raised funds for the rain-collecting roof and are holding those funds at CCE Tompkins. Our goal is to combine fence
installation and construction of the rain-collecting roof so we can utilize the hydraulic post-setting equipment when it is
on site.
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Rain-collecting roof system for Floral Avenue Community Garden
Size: 8' x 8' (64 s.f.)

2' x 6' rafters, 12" on center

Water tanks - connected in series

Ground level

Locust posts driven 4'
into ground

9A.

A Resolution to Create a Loading Zone at 210 Linden Avenue

WHEREAS, the owners/developers of 210 Linden Avenue received site plan approval for
redevelopment of the site and made financial decisions based on this site plan approval, and
further received a demolition permit and demolished the existing income producing building on
the site prior to notification by the City that new State Fire Code restrictions would prohibit the
issuance of a building permit due to insufficient road widths required for aerial fire apparatus
access,and
WHEREAS, the City of Ithaca Fire Chief has proposed that the removal of existing parking in
front of 210 Linden Avenue through either a fire lane or loading zone would help support, but
not guarantee, a variance for aerial fire apparatus access required by the State Fire Code for
this particular project, and
WHEREAS, the owners of 210 Linden Avenue have requested that a loading zone be created
along their street frontage to support the State Fire Code variance request, and
WHEREAS, Planning and Building Division staff, and the Fire Chief have agreed that removal
of parking is the best way to accommodate this redevelopment project and support this specific
State Fire Code variance request, and
WHEREAS, the Department of Public Works is concerned with the piecemeal removal of
parking to accommodate redevelopment projects in Collegetown, but recognizes that this and
one other project on Linden Avenue are unique given the timing on which they were informed
of the aerial access requirements, and further recommends that a 5 foot sidewalk easement be
created along the frontage of 210 Linden for future public benefit, and
WHEREAS, City staff are aware of only one other similar case along Linden Avenue in which
the same solution may be proposed, which should limit the potential for setting a precedent
across the City, and
WHEREAS, the Board of Public Works is concerned about the precedent that would be set by
granting this request, but understands that future development projects will be notified about
the new State Fire Code requirements prior to site plan approval and issuance of demolition
permits, and that State Fire Code requirements will need to be met without modifying existing
uses in the street right-of-way, and
WHEREAS, the Board of Public Works understands from staff that there is growing interest
statewide to modify the aerial fire apparatus access code requirement, and that staff is working
toward a broader variance to the State Fire Code, and that if this variance is granted by the
State, the parking along all of Linden Avenue (including in front of 210 Linden Avenue) may be
reconfigured in a comprehensive way to accommodate future redevelopment projects, and
WHEREAS, the Board of Public Works is authorized by Section 346-4 of the City Code to
adopt and to amend a system of Schedules in order to administer the Vehicle and Traffic Law,
now, therefore be it
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RESOLVED, That the Board of Public Works hereby establishes a loading zone in front of 210
Linden Avenue, and be it further
RESOLVED, That the frontage of 210 Linden Avenue hereby be added to the Vehicle and
Traffic Schedule XXII, Loading Zones for the west side of Linden Avenue in front of 210 Linden
Avenue, and be it further
RESOLVED, That effectiveness of the preceding two Resolved clauses be contingent upon
the execution by the owners of 21 0 Linden Avenue of a permanent easement satisfactory to
Superintendent of Public Works, on the advice of the City Attorney, providing to the City no
less than a 5 foot sidewalk easement for future public benefit, and be it further
RESOLVED, That the BPW hereby requests the Planning & Development Board, as well as
city staff from the Planning, Building, Fire, and Public Works departments and divisions, to
develop alternatives for Linden Avenue and for other city blocks that may present similar
challenges to allow for the types of development for which Common Council has zoned, but
may not be buildable due to fire code requirements, and be it further
RESOLVED, That if the State denies the variance for aerial fire apparatus access, and the
removal of parking is no longer a component of any future alternative variance requests for the
project at 210 Linden Avenue, that staff bring a vote back to the Board of Public Works to
reestablish parking in front of 210 Linden Avenue.
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11 A. Authorization to Use City Parkland for Non-Motorized Watercraft Concessions Resolution
WHEREAS, in Spring 2015, the Mayor requested that the Superintendent of Public Works
convene a working group to explore opportunities to improve public access to water-based
activities within the City; and
WHEREAS, the Water Recreation Committee identified the need for locations for vendors to
operate boat rental concessions and evaluated several locations on City-owned property near
existing or proposed boat launch sites, most of which are located within City parks, and which
are depicted and described on the document entitled "Non-Motorized Boat Concession
Locations", which is referenced and incorporated into this resolution as Exhibit A; and
WHEREAS, in 2016, pursuant to City Code Chapter 170 "Use of City Real Property", Common
Council found that the use of Stewart and Cass Parks for non-motorized watercraft
concessions constituted a public recreation-related purpose, and authorized the use of the
parks for non-motorized watercraft rental concessions; and
WHEREAS, Common Council further authorized the Superintendent of Public Works to
advertise, now and in the future, a Request for Proposals for non-motorized watercraft rental
concessions and to select and license eligible vendors for such concessions at the locations
authorized by this resolution; and
WHEREAS, Common Council resolved that the base fee, gross revenue percentage, and
seasonal dates for subsequent years would be established by the Board of Public Works prior
to January 31 st of each year; now therefore be it
RESOLVED, That the Board of Public Works hereby authorizes the fee for watercraft rental
concessionary use of parkland to be set with a base fee of $1,210.00 per site, $150 for use of
the Stewart Park storage shed if applicable, plus a percent gross of revenue receipts of no less
than 8% for the 2018 season anticipated to run from May 1 through October 31 , 2018, and
which base fee shall be paid to the City concurrently with execution of the license and gross
revenue at the conclusion of the season.
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EXHIBIT A
NON-MOTORIZED BOAT CONCESSION LOCATIONS
Stewart Park East

Stewart Park Center

Stewart Park West

Cass Park

~Servo55

Sent:
To:
Subject:

From:

Erik Whitney
Tuesday, December 19, 2017 11:23 AM
Kathy Servoss; Deborah Whitney
RE: Appeal of penalties re: water bills due 8/20/2017

Categories:

BPW

Hello Kathy,
I've nothing to add. I was not even aware of this situation.
Regards,
Erik Whitney, PE
Assistant Superintendent
City of Ithaca DPW
Water & Sewer Division
510 First Street, Ithaca NY 14850

0: (607) 272-1717
C: (607) 280-1041

From: Kathy Servoss
Sent: Tuesday, December 19, 2017 8:45 AM
To: Erik Whitney; Deborah Whitney
Subject: FW: Appeal of penalties re: water bills due 8/20/2017
Erik & Deb,
This appeal of penalty charges has been submitted. I will put it on the January BPW agenda for discussion. Would you
like to add any information or recommendation?

- Kathy

From: Beer Properties [mailto:sbeer@twcny.rr.com)
Sent: Monday, December 18,20179:15 PM
To: Kathy Servoss <KServoss@cityofithaca.org>
Subject: Appeal of penalties re: water bills due 8/20/2017

To the Board of Public Works; Attention Kathy Servoss:
Dear Board members and Ms. Servoss:
I talked with you today about problems receiving our water, sewer and fire line bills that were due
8/20/17. We would like to appeal the penalties incurred, because these bills were never received by
us. As I told the City Chamberlain, our mail was fraudulently forwarded to Catonsville MD last
summer. The Ithaca Postmaster at 607-375-6003 can verify this situation.
1

Our family members are landlords with a number of properties, and all our mail goes to 211
Hudson Street. Bills are in the name of Steven V Beer, Beverly R Beer, Coal Store Ventures, David
Beer and Beer Properties LLC. Below is a list of the properties with penalty sums provided by the
Chamberlain's office except for 804-1/2 Seneca St E. which we calculated. The total is $663.60.

309 Hudson St Shop
804-1/2 Seneca St E
309 Hudson St Apt 1
802 Seneca St E
309 Hudson St Apt 2
804 Seneca St E
311 Hudson St
143 Maple Ave
209 College Ave
143 Maple Ave Bldg.2
608 Buffalo St E
143 Maple Ave Bldg.3
612-614 Stewart Ave
211 Hudson St
804 E Seneca St
TOTAL

Penalties
$ 8.81
$ 9.54 (Our calculation)
$ 8.81
$ 57.39
$ 8.81
$ 27.15 + $1.08
$ 41.44 + $ 2.70
$13.20 + $10.80
$ 124.50
$ 46.88
$ 68.02
$141.57
$ 78.85
$ 12.97
$1.08

$663.60

Our accounts are currently up to date because checks were written early in November to cover
charges due 11/20/17. The checks included the charges that were due 8/20/17.
Thank you very much for your help in this unfortunate matter.
Beverly R. Beer
211 Hudson Street
Ithaca, NY 14850
607-273-9203
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